,.  BRAZILIAN  RAILWAYS,  a 
I. 

'  According  to  the,  last  report  of  the  Min- 
ister of  Agriculture,  Commerce  and  Public 
Works,  the  total  number  of  miles  of  railway, 
constructed  and  under  traffic  in  the  empire 
of  Brazil,  up  to  the  31st  of  December,  1878, 
was  1,643  miles.  The  total  amount  of  cap- 
ital invested  in  this  extent,  as  near  as  can 
be  estimated  from  the  sources  of  infor- 
mation at  our  command,  in  default  of  of- 
ficial returns,  is  about  £  23,500,000,  or 
an  average  of  about  £  14,300  a  mile,  in- 
cluding both  vide  and  narrow  .gauges.  In 
the  total  extent  here  given,  742  miles  are 
broad  gauge,  and  901  miles  narrow  gauge, 
the  greater  part  of  which  has  a  gauge  of 
one  metre — the  standard,  of  the  country. 

The  first  attempt  at  railway  construction 
in  Brazil  took  place  in  1857.  On  the  nth 
of  June,  of  that  year,  the  government  issued 
a  decree  conceding  an  exclusive  right  and 
privilege  to  Ireneo  Evangelista  de  Souza 
(Visconde  de  Maui)  for  the  construction  of 
a  railway,  twelve  miles  in  length .  from 
Mau£,a  small  place  on  the  bay  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  to  Fragoso,  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  on  the  road  to  Fetropolis. 
This  was  the  first  railway  built  in  Brazil. 
On  the  36th  of  June,  1852,  the  General 
Assembly  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  a  railway  that  should  start  from 
Rio  de  Janeiro  and  terminate  in  the  prov- 
inces of  Minas  Geraes  and  Sao  Paulo.  By 
the  terms  of  this  act  the  government  guar- 
anteed interest  on  a  capital  stock  up  to 
£ 3,500,000  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent. 
per  annum  in  gold.  Under  this  enactment 
the  Dom  Pedro  II  Railway  Company  was  in- 
corporated and  one  hundred  miles  of  the  line 
were  constructed.  In  crossing  the  mountains 
encircling  Rio  de  Janeiro,  tunnels,  grades 
and  other  works  of  the  most,  expensive  char- 
acter were  rendered  necessary,  and  at  the 
completion  of  its  first  hundred  miles  the 
company  found  that  its  entire  capital  had 
been  cipendw^  "^Bfcnrto  rellcrtlhe  rom- 
pany  from  its  embarrassments  and  to  secure 
its  completion,  by  a  decree  dated  July  10th, 
1 865,  the  government  took  charge  of  the  road 
.  and  repaid  its  stockholders,  in  government 
bonds,  the  entire  capital  invested.  Since  then 
the  road  has  been  extended  to  its  present 
length  of  365  miles  and  has  been  managed 
exclusively  by  the  government.  In  addition 
to  this  extent,  thirty-five  miles  are  now  under 
construction. 

By  a  legislative  enactment  of  the  7th  of 
August,;  1852,  a  privileged  grant  was  con- 
ceded, to  Edward  Alfred  Mornay  for  the  con- 
struction of,  a  .railway  from  the  city  of  Per- 
nambuco  to  the  Sao  Francisco  river.  From 
this  grant  originated  the  present  Recife  ao  S. 
Francisco  Railway,  seventy-eight  miles  long. 
It  was  built  by  an  English  company,  the  gov- 
ernment, by  legislative  enactment,  guar- 
anteeing interest  on  an  invested  capital  of 
£  1, 685,000, at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent, 
per  annum  in  gold!  The  net  receipts  on 
its  last  year's  traffic  having  been .  insufficient 
to  pay  the  above  interest  in  full,  the  govern- 
ment was  obliged  to  pay  the  difference  which 
amountedto/  31,000.  During thelasteleven 
years,  the  government  has  paid  on  account  of 
'  guaranteed  interest  on  the  capital  stock  of  this 
road,  in  default  of  net  receipts,  a  total 
sum  of/  770,000.  This  enormous  deficit 
proves  that  there  is  either  an  excessive  amount 
of  capital  invested,  or  that  .the.  country, 
through  which  the  line  runs,  is  not  yet  suf- 
ficiently developed  to  support  a  railway—- 
a  contingency  that  should  have  been  inves- 
tigated and  Anticipated  before  building  the 
road.  More  than  this,  it  proves  the  good 
faith  of  the  Brazilian  government  in  its  con- 
tracts to  guarantee  interest  on  the  capital 
invested  in  railways— a  good  faith  which  is 
all  the  more  noteworthy  when  the  financial 
difficulties  of  the  country  are  taken  into  ac- 
count and  the  extraordinary  measures  and 
sacrifices  which  must  be  experienced  in  order 
to  meet  these  enormous  annual  expenditures 
of  interest  Whether  this  measure  of  the 
government  in  guaranteeing  interest  on  rail- 
way investments,  has  facilitated  the  raising 
of  capital,  is  a  question  which  we  shall  discuss 
more  si  length  in  the  future;  in  this  con- 
nection It  is  sufficient  to  say  that,  so  far,  it 
hat  proved  a  complete  fiulure  uan  induce- 


ment for  the  investment  both  of  national  and 
foreign  capital.  -     "' ^ 

The  same  decree  which  authorized  the 
construction  of  the  Pernambuco  railway, 
also  authorised  the  construction  of  a  road 
from  Bahia  to  Joazeiro,  on  the  Sao  Francisco 
river>  and  the  grant  for  the  same,  by  decree 
ofDecember  19,  1852,  was  given  to  Joaquim 
Francisco  Moniz  Barreto.  The  seventy-seven 
miles  of  this  road  now  under  traffic  was  built 
by  an  English  company,  and  has  a  govern- 
ment guarantee  ol  seven  per  cent,  per  an- 
num on  a  capital  of  £  1,800,000.  This 
enterprise  has  proved  a  very  heavy  burden  to 
the  Brazilian  government,  owing  to  the 
circumstance  that  the  political  influences  of 
the  time  when  it  was  built — in  which  the 
President  of  the  province  bears  no  enviable 
share — was  exerted  to  use  it  for  personal 
rather  than  for  economic  ends.  Instead  of 
tapping  the  agricultural  districts  of  the  interior 
where  it  might  aid  the  increase  of  population 
and  afford  an  outlet  for  surplus  production, 
it  starts  from  the  seaport  of  Bahia  and  runs 
almost  parallel  with  the  coast  where  it  serves 
the  true  purposes  of  a  railway  only  in  a  very 
modified  degree.' 

To  make  up  the  seven  per  cent,  interest 
on  the  capital  invested  in  this  road,  the 
government  was  obliged  to  pay  last  year, 
owing  to  a  deficiency  in  the  net  receipts, 
the  sum  of  £  115,000.  From  the  building 
of  this  road  in  1860  up  to  1877-r-seventeen 
years— the  Brazilian  government  has  paid  to 
the  English  company  owning  this  line,  on 
account  of  guaranteed  interest,  the  enormous 
sum  o(£  2,270,000,  or  a  little  over  one  and 
one-fourth  times  its  original,  invested  capital 
of  £  1, 800,000.  And  the  contract  has  still 
sixty-three  years  to  run  I 

The  steady  extension  of  the  Dom  Pedro  II 
railway  through  the  central  province  of  Rio 
de  Janeiro  by  the  general  government,  and 
the  large  amount  of  public  money  annually 
invested  in  it,  soon  excited  the  jealousy  of  the 
northern  and  southern  provinces.  To  allay 
-this Jealousy,  Iwrsrttniea  asitceftetarfwtit)' 
the  government  was'  finally  obliged  to  extend 
the  construction  ot  the  Pernambuco  and 
Bahia  lines  and  to  inaugurate  a  system  of 
railway  communication  in  the  South.  In 
their  injust  demands  upon  the  government 
the  northern  provinces  entirely  overlooked" 
the  (act  that  while  their  two  railways  cost  the 
national  treasury  an  annual  outlay  of  about 
£  150,000  without  any  returns  whatever,  the 
Dom  Pedro  II  road  pays,  in  net  receipts,  to 
the  Brazilian  government  an  average  interest 
ot  five  and  one-half  per  cent,  per  annum  on 
its  total,  actually-invested  capital  of/  8, 500,  - 
000.  However,  by  a  decree  of  the  28th  of 
September,  1872,  the  government  entered' 
into  a  contract  for  the  surveys  of  an  extension 
to  the  Bahia  road,  and  shortly  after  for  a 
similar  extension  to  the  Pernambuco  line. 
On  the  9th  of  March,  1876,  the  govern- 
ment contracted  for  the  construction"  of  two 
hundred  miles  of  the  extension  of  the  Bahia 
lway,  adopting  a  gauge  of  one  metre 
instead  of  the  gauge  of  five  teet  three  inches, 
used  by  the  English  company.  Seventy 
miles  of  this  extension  will  be  ready  for 
traffic  by  June  next.  At  the  end  of  the  same 
year,  1876,  a  contract  for  the  grading  of 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  miles  of 
the  extension  of  the  Pernambuco  road  was 
also  signed  by  the  government,  the  metre 
gauge  being  specified  as  in  the  other  case. 
About  seventy  miles  of  this  extension  are 
under  construction,  twenty-four  miles  of 
which  are  now  ready  for  the  rails.  - 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1856,  the  govern- 
ment authorized  the  incorporation  of  a 
company  to  build  a  line  of  railway  from  the 
port  of  Santos  to  Jundiahy  in  the  province 
of  Sao  Paulo,  a  distance  of  eighty -one  miles, 
In  this  enterprise,  as  in  the  ethers,  the  govern- 
ment guaranteed  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven 
percent  per  annum  on  its  invested  capital, 
which  amounted  to  £  2,650,000.  The  com- 
pany was  organized  in  London,  work  was 
.begun  in  i860,  and  the  line  was  opened  for 
traffic  on  the  16th  of  February,  1867. 
Up  to  1872  the  net  receipts  on  this  road 
were  insufficient  to  meet  the  interest  on  its 
capital  stock,  and  the  government  wasobliged 
by  the  terms  of  the  contract  to  make  good 
the  difference  which  amounted,  up  to  that 
time,  to  £  280,000.    According  to  a  stipu- 


lation in  the  contract, :  r&wever,  which 
provided  that  half  the  net  rejfeipts  over  eight 
per  cent  on  the  invested  f  capital  should 
revert  to  the  government  in?  repayment  of 
the  sums  paid  for  the  road  as|guarantccd  in- 
terest, that  amount  is  nowrednced  to/165,- 
000.  This  railway  is  the  best  paying  road 
in  the  empire  and  is  considered  to  be  the 
best  managed.  It  crosses  the  mountains,  at 
a  height  of  2,600  feet  above  pie  level  of  the 
sea,  by  employing  four  successive  inclined 
planes,  four  and  three-fourths  miles  long,  and 
risingat  therateof  570  feet  to; the  mile,  or  a 
grade  of  eleven  per  cent  Irs),  great  prosper- 
ity is  due  to  the  fact  that  it  islhe  only  outlet 
for  the  provinceofSao  Paulo,  jthe  richest  and 
most  thriving  of  the  empire,  and  to  its  being 
the  trunk  line  of  over  four  huldred  miles  of 
narrow  gauge  feeders.  Thearauge  adopted 
was  five  feet  three  Inches.       a 

During  the  interval  betweenji865  and  1873 
little  or  nothing  was  done  Dy  the  govern- 
ment in  behalf  of  railway  communication, 
excepting  the  slow  extension  of  the  Dom  Pe- 
dro II  and  the  annual  payment  of  guar- 
anteed interest  on  the  road$  under  con- 
struction. This  payment  of  the  semi-annual 
interest  being  made  only  upon  the  occur- 
rence of  a  deficiency  in  the  net  receipts,  the 
liquidation  of  the  traffic  accounts  by  the 
fiscal  engineers  of  the  companies  and  the 
government  often  gave  rise  t£  very  serious 
and  troublesome  questions  relating  to  the 
discriminations  which  should  be  made 
between  the  traffic  expense  and  the  capital 
account.  More  than  once  these  disputes  have 
occasioned  the  temporary  suspension  of  the 
payment  of  interest  due,  and ,  by.  this  means 
have  largely  discredited  the  system  of  guar- 
anteeing interest  on  the  capital  invested  in 
Brazilian  railways.  Though  there  were  few 
practical  results  during  this  period,  the  evo- 
lution of  railway  constructioi  was  not  at  a 
stand-still.  The  people  had;,  already  seen 
the  practical  advantages  of  railway  commun- 
ication and,  as  in  other  countries  where  the 
Economic  conditions  contributing  to  the 
success  ofaroad  were  but  slightly  appreciated 
in  comparison  with  its  results,  they  were  at 
last  seised  with  that  most  irrational  and  mis- 
chievous of  manias,  the  railway  fever.  For- 
tunately for  Brazil,  however,  the  consequences 
were  not  so  serious  here  as  in  other  coun- 
tries, not  because  the  people  were  wiser  and 
proffited  by  the  experience  of  others  whose 
follies  had  brought  disaster  upon  themselves, 
but  simply  because  there  was  no  spare  float- 
ing capital  in  the  country  which  conkl 
possibly  be  invested  in  this  newly-discovcrcd 
"goldmine,"  Under  the  influence  of  this 
mania,  hundreds  of  grants  were  solicited 
from  the  provincial  assemblies,  preliminary 
surveys  were  made,  and  unnumbered  "pro- 
spectuses," promising  ten,  fifteen  and  twenty 
per  cent,  dividends,  were  offered  to  stock 
subscribers.  In  all  these  schemes  the  prin- 
cipal aim  of  the  speculators  who  were  for. 
tunate  enough  to  secure  a  privileged  grant 
for  a  provincial  line,  was  to  transfer  it,  for 
five  or  ten  per  cent  of  the  estimated  capital, 
to  the  companies  which  they  should  succeed 
in  organizing.  The  majority  of  them,  how- 
ever, found  out  too  late  that  they  had  '  'caught 
a  Tartar,"  and  that  the  money  and  time 
which  they  had  expended  in  securing  and 
offering  these  schemes  was  merely  so  much 
non-productive  capital.  Some  of  them,  on 
the  other  hand,  were  good  and  promising 
grants,  especially  those  which  started  from 
some  sea-port  or  as  branches  of  the  trunk 
lines  built  with  the  assistance  of  the  general 
government,  and  traversed  the  coffee-pro- 
ducing districts  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Sao  Paulo 
and  Minas  Geraes.  The  one  great  and 
general  difficulty  which  enterprises  of  this 
class  always  encounter,  the  want  of  capital, 
soon  confronted  them  all,  and  the  provincial 
governments  were  at  last  obliged  to  come  to 
their  aid.  To  enable  these  private  enter- 
prises to  secure  the  required  capital,  the  credit 
of  the  provinces  was  pledged  and  the  publ  ic 
money  was  freely  used ;  it  was  the  same  old 
experience  which  our  foreign  readers  know 
so  well — the  lavish  bestowal  of  public  credit, 
the  eventual  distress  and  repentance  when  the 
full  effects  of  theirprodigality  were  brought 
home  to  them.  In  Brazil  the  people  are 
just  beginning. to  feel  the  consequences  of 
these  errors;  both  the  national  and  pi 


vincial  legislatures  have  been  compelled  to 
increase  taxation  in  order  to  meet  the  interest 
on  the  constantly-increasing  consolidated 
debt  created  by  an  excessive  expenditure  of 
public  money  and  credit  in  unprofitable 
railways  and  other  public  works. 

Under  the  pressure  of  political  influences, 
the  provincial  governments  followed  the 
example  of  the  general  government  and 
passed  laws  guaranteeing  seven  per  cent, 
interest  on  the  nominal  capital  of  several  of 
these  provincial  railway  privileges.  This 
inducement,  however,  proved  insufficient  to 
attract  the  capital  faquired  for  building  the 
roads,  and  the  option  was  soon  after  accorded 
to  the  companies  of  accepting  either  theseven 
per  cent,  interest  guarantee,  or  a  subsidy  of 
£  r,6oo  for  every  mile  of  narrow  gauge  rail- 
way effectually  opened  to  public  traffic.  The 
Leopoldina  road — one  metre  gauge — in  the 
province  of  Minas  Geraes,  begun  in  1871 
and  connecting  with  the  terminus  of  the 
Minas  branch  of  the  Dom  Pedro  II  line, 
was  the  first  to  take  advantage  of  this  option, 
and  for  the  seventy-two  miles  of  its  line  now 
in  operation,  it  has  received  altogether  from 
the  provincial  treasury  of  Minas  Geraes  about 
£  1 18,000. 

The  capitalists  and  rich  coffee  planters  of 
the  province  of  Sao  Paulo,  having  full  con- 
fidence in  the  financial  resources  of  that 
province,  unhesitatingly  subscribed  for  the 
stock  of  some  of  the  most,  promising  of  the 
projected  lines  in  Sao  Paulo,  trusting  entirely 
to  the  seven  per  cent,  interest  guarantee  of 
the  provincial  government.  Although  these 
roads  passed  through  moderately  well-cul- 
tivated coffee  districts  and  were  burdens  upon 
the  provincial  treasury  only  for  a  limited 
number  of  years,  they  were' even  then  a 
cause  of  serious  difficulty  to  the  finances  of 
the  province.  The  first  railway  built  in  Sao 
Paulo  under  the  provincial  guarantee  of 
seven  per  cent  interest,  was  the  line  from 
Jundiahy  to  Campinas,  twenty-eight  miles  in 
length,,  which  connected  at  Jundiahy  with 
Ae^oPaulo'iaiVway-from  Santo*- This 
line  was  afterwards  extended  to  Rio  Claro, 
Pirassinunga,  and  Mogy-Guassii,  a  total 
length  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  miles. 
Ithas  a  gauge  of  five  feet  three  inches.  The 
decree  authorizing  the  incorporation  of  the 
Paulista  Railroad  Co.,  which  built  this  line, 
was  dated  the  28th  of  November,  1 868,  and 
tlie  company  last  year  paid  a  dividend  of  eight 
and  one-half  per  cent.  There  arc  now  under 
traffic  in  the  province  cf  Silo  Paulo  six  hun- 
dred and  forty-four  miles  of  railway. 

The  first  railway  built  in  the  province  of 
Rio  de  Janeiro  under  provincial  auspices, 
was  the  Uniao  Valcnciana,  the  decree  grant- 
ing its  charter  and  authorizing  its  incorpo- 
ration being  dated  the  irth  of  September, 
1867.  It  was  constructed  with  a  gauge  of 
three  feet  seven  inches.  In  support  of  this 
enterprise,  the  government  suscribed  for 
shares  up  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the 
estimated  capital,  and  paid  therefor  £  22,000, 
the  nominal  capital  standing  at  /  88,000, 
Direct  aid  of  this  description  was  not  con- 
tinued by  this  province  ;  it  proved  too  heavy 
a  tax  upon  the  treasury. 

It  is  not  our  intention  at  this  time  to  enter 
into  details  regarding  the  origin  and  present 
condition  of  each  private  railway  enterprise 
in  Brazil.  Before  discussing  that  branch  of 
the  subject,  we  shall  consider  the  policy  and 
purposes  of  the  genera!  government  in  grant- 
ing aid  and  protection  to  the  more  important 
lines  projected  and  under  construction,  the 
measures  taken  to  realize  and  render  this 
policy  efficient,  and  the  results  which  have 
grown  out  of  the  system  itself.  It  was  not 
seen  that  the  benefits  to  the  country,  had 
these  enterprises  been  left  to  individual  as- 
sociations, would  have  been  the  same ;  and 
so  the  government  persisted  in  the  commis- 
sion of  this  great  error,  which  many  Euro- 
pean governments  have  committed  as  well, 
that  of  building  up  and  directing  private 
enterprises,  of  making  itself  responsible  for 
interest  upon  the  private  capital  invested  in 
them,  and  finally  of  meeting  an  annual  out- 
lay for  guaranteed  interest  and  railway  con- 
struction of  over  £  1, 500, 000,  or  over  twelve 
per  cent,  of  its  total  receipts.  Wherever  it 
can  be  proved  by  statistics  that  a  railway  will 
not  pay,  there  no  railway  should  be  built; 
but  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  govern- 


ment has  not  always  acted  in  accordance 
with  this  principle,  but  has  trusted  rather  to 
the  anticipated  future  development  of  local- 
ities to  meet  the  heavy  expenses  of  establish- 
ing railway  communication. 

The  credit  of  the  provincial  governments 
proving  insufficient  to  induce  the  invest- 
ment, to  a  desired  extent,  of  either  national 
or  foreign  capital  in  the  numerous  railways 
projected  in  the  different  provinces  from 
to  1873,  efforts  were  made  to  involve 
the  credit  of  the  general  government  in  their 
support.  Through  the  pressure  brought  to 
bear  upon  it  the  general  government  finally 
issued  the  decree,  No.  2,450,  of  the  24th  of 
September,  1873,  which  sanctioned  the  en- 
actments of  the  provincial  legislatures,  guar- 
anteeing seven  per  cent,  interest  upon  rail- 
way investments,  on  the  following  condi- 
tions and  restrictions.  In  the  first  place  the 
decree  recognized  only  those  provincial  rail- 
way companies  which  could  prove  by  their 
estimates  and  by  the  statistics  of  local  pro- 
duction a  net  receipt  of  four  per  cent,  per 
annum  on  their  estimated  capital ;  in  the 
second  place,  the  total  amount  of  capital  to 
bear  seven  per  cent  interest,  to  which  the 
government  sanction  should  apply,  was  lim- 
ited to  /u,  125,000;  and,  in  the  third 
place,  butone  railway  in  eachprovincecould 
avail  itself  of  these  provisions,  and  then  only 
on  the  condition  that  it  should  form  a  prin- 
cipal line  of  communication  between  a  pro- 
ducing, agricultural  centre  and  a  port  of  ex- 
portation. 

Had  these  wise  and  just  restrictions  been 
rigidly  adhered  to  it  is  quite  possible  that  many 
of  these  provincial  enterprises  would  have 
been  fairly  successful,  and  certainly  at  a 
much  less  pecuniary  expense  and  sacrifice  to 
the  public  treasury.  However,  through  the 
influence  of  political  jobbers,  they  were  en- 
tirely thrown  aside,  and  their  only  effect,  so 
far,  has  been  to  assist  the  depreciation  of 
Brazilian  public  credit  abroad  through  the 
persistent  hawking  of  national  privileged, 
guaranteed  seven  per  cent  railway  grants  ... 
about  the  London  money-market 

At  the  present  time  railway  projects  repre- 
senting over/  7,000,000  with  interest  guar- 
anteed at  seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  are  on 
the  market  trying  to  find  suscribers.  Out  of 
the  maximum  of  £11,1 15,000,  upon 
which  seven  per  cent  interest  is  guaranteed 
by  this  law,  £  10,000,000  of  which  have  al- 
ready been  granted  to  different  railway  enter- 
prises, only  about  £  3,500,000  have  been 
able  to  find  suscribers.  Of  this  latter  sum, 
the  greater  part  was  taken  only  upon  the 
further  guarantee  of  debentures,  the  balance 
of  shares  being  given  as  security  for  the  deb- 
entures themselves.  The  Sao  Paulo  and  Rio 
de  Janeiro  railway,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  miles  long  and  connecting  the  Sao 
Paulo  terminus  of  the  Dom  Pedro  II  road 
with  the  city  of  Sao  Paulo,  managed  with 
great  difficulty  to  raise  £  600,000  by  share 
subscriptions,  which  was  just  one-half  its 
total  capital  stock  upon  which  the  general 
government  had  guaranteed  seven  per  cent, 
interest.  The  balance  of  £  600,000  was 
raised  by  debentures  issued  in  London  at 
96  e/a,  which  were  guaranteed  by  the  net 
receipts  of  the  road  and  the  balance  of 
shares  yet  unissued,  these  being  redeemed  as 
the  debentures  were  liquidated.  The  total 
length  of  railway  built  and  under  traffic  under 
the  provisions  of  this  law  since  its  passage 
up  to  the  present  time— six  years — is  only 
two  hundred  and  thirty  miles. 

As  a  further  example  of  the  slight  impor- 
tance given  to  these  seven  per  cent,  guar- 
anteed railway  shares,  and  of  the  preference 
given  to  railway  debentures  in  the  London 
market,  we  mention  the  following  fact.  On 
the  10th  of  November  last  the  "  Great 
Western  of  Brazil  Railway  Co.,"  of  Per- 
nambuco, opened  in  London  a  subscription 
for  shares  up  to  £  260,000,  on  which  seven 
per  cent,  interest  was  guaranteed  by  the 
Brazilian  government,  payable  semi-annually 
in  that  city.  On  the  same  day  and  in  the 
same  market,  the  English  Bank  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro  opened  a  subscription  for  the  "Great 
Western  Railway  Company  of  Sao  Paulo" 
for  debentures  up  to  £  1 50, 000,  upon  which 
seven  per  cent,  interest  was  guaranteed  only 
by  the  net  receipts  of  the  company's  lines. 
The  shares  of  the  former,  bearing  the  gov- 
ernment guarantee,  were  only  partly  taken 
and  that,  too,  with  great  difficulty;  while  the 
debentures  of  the  latter  were  ail  taken  im- 
mediately and  in  a  few  days  stood  at  seven 
per  cent  premium. 

(I*  btcottiinucd.) 
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THE  CURRENCY, 

When  we  consider  that  the  truths  of  mon- 
etary science  are  not  intuitive,  but  that  to 
reach  them  close  and  prolonged  study  of  the 
subject  is  absolutely  necessary ;  when  we 
consider  that  the  great  father  of  the  science, 
Adam  Smith,  was  himself  the  author  of  one 
of  the  most  mischievous  errors  that  has  ever 
prevailed  in  connection  with  the  subject, 
viz:  that  to  maintain  the  convertibility  of  a 
paper  circulation  was  a  sufficient  and  perfect 
guarantee  against  excess — an  error  which 
subsequent  experience  has  clearly  demon- 
strated to  every  intelligent  student  of  the 
subject ;  for,  it  has  been  abundantly  evident, 
wherever  a  mixed  currency  lias  been  used 
that  it  has  been  only  after  a  serious  per- 
turbation of  prices,  stimulating  an  excessive 
importation  while  depressing  the  export 
trade,  that  the  corrective  of  convertibility 
came  into  action — ;  when  we  consider  that 
those  speaking  by  supposed  authority,  in 
high  places,  give  utterance  and  currency  to 
such  propositions  as  those  which  were  enun- 
ciated a  few  days  since,  by  a  deputy  and 
banker,  in  an  address  to  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies,  and  which  were  suffered  to  pass 
without  question ;  when,  we  say,  these  things 
are  considered  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise that  error,  in  reference  to  this  subject, 
should  become  popularized. 

The  gentleman  referred  to  presented  in 
substance  two  propositions,  both  of  which,  in 
our  judgment,  involve  error. 

The  first  that  the  notes  issued  by  the 
Treasury  and  bearing  interest, — Bilhetes  do 
Th'esoure — constitute  a  portion  of  the  cur- 
rency ;  the  second  that  the  prevailing  rate  of 
interest  in  a  country  furnishes  a  barometer 
upon  which  to  base  a  judgment  as  to 
whether  the  currency  is  excessive  or  not. 

In  regard  to  the  first  proposition,  it  is 
notorious  that  rarely,  if  ever,  do  treasury 
notes,  bearing  interest,  perform  any  of  the 
functions  of  a  currency.  They  are  resorted 
to  for  investment,  and  as  a  general  thing  no 
more  enter  into  the  currency  than  govern- 
ment bonds — aplias.  So  far  from  perform- 
ing any  of  the  functions  of  currency,  they 
serve  to  increase  tiie  offices  of  the  currency, 
and  are,  to  that  extent,  a  factor  in  sustaining 
its  value. 

The  second  point  made  by  the  deputy,  was 
that  the  relatively  high  rate  of  interest  in 
this  country  was  evidence  of  a  deficient  cir- 
culation. Than  this  no  greater  fallacy  was 
ever  assumed. 

The  rate  of  interest  in  a  country  indicates 
the  varying  relations  of  the  supply  of  capital 
to  the  demand  for  it,  and  in  young  countries 
like  Brazil,  where  there  is  so  much  need  of 
capital  for  the  development  of  rich,  but 
dormant  resources,  the  rate  of  interest  will 
always  be  higher  than  in  older  countries, 
where,  in  the  process  of  time,  large  accum- 
ulations of  capital  have  been  made,  while 
time  has  also  operated  such  a  development 
of  their  resources  that  the  demand  for  cap- 
ital in  proportion  to  its  accumulation  is  rel- 
atively less  than  in  young  countries. 

But  while  the  rate  of  interest  thus  indi- 
cates the  varying  relations  of  the  supply  of 
capital,  as  compared  with  the  demand  for  it, 
it  is  by  no  means  a  reliable  indicator  of  the 
relations  of  the  volume  of  a  currency  to  the 
legitimate  needs  of  a  country  in  this  respect, 
and  for.a  very  obvious  reason. 

With  every  addition  to  the  currency  of  a 
country  the  sum  of  price  of  exchangeable 
commodities  is  advanced — some  advancing 
more,  others  less,  in  proportion  to  their 
greater  or  hiss  abundance,  compared  with  the 
demand  for  them.  And  although  a  sudden 
large  increase  of  a  currency  may  temporarily 
affect  the  rate  of  interest,  it  must  be  evident 
to  every  reflecting  mind  that,  so  soon  as  the 
sum  of  price  of  exchangeable  commodities 
shall  adjust  itself  to  the  new  volume  of  the 
currency,  money  will  be  no  more  abundant 
relatively  than  it  was  before  the  addition  was 
made  to  the  currency,  and  the  increased 
amount  of  currency  will  then  cease  to  exer- 
cise any  influence  over  the  rate  ofinterest. 

From  1850  to  1857  the  currency  of  this 
country  was  increased  from  Rs.  52,000,000$ 
to  Rs.  98,000,000$,  andatable  published  in 
1859,  presenting  the  prices  at  that  time  of 
nine  or  ten  leadingarticles,  as  compared  with 
the  prices  of  the  same  articles  in  1850; 
showed  an  advance  in  the  sum  of  price  of 
60  per  cent. 

Now,  we  have  not  ready  access  to  the 
quotations  of  interest  at  the  two  several 
periods,  but  we  will  venture  to  affirm  that 
the  rate  of  interest  was  no  less  in  1859  after 
the  addition  of  Rs.  46,000,000$  had  been 
made  to  the  currency  than  it  was  in  1850, 
because  with  the  vast  increase  which  had  oc- 
curred in  the  sum  of  price,   the  addition  to 


the  currency  had  been  absorbed  and  money 
was  relatively  no  more  abundant  in  1859 
than  in  1S50. 

;  As  we  have  sought  to  cxplaiuln  the  arti- 
cles on  this  subject  which  appeared  in  die 
Anglo-Brazilian  Times  of  the  2 adult,  and 
5th  inst.,  paper  money  is  not  capital,  an.l,' 
although  in  its  capacity  as  a  representative 
of  capital  it  is  useful  so  long  as  the  sum  0" 
its  value  in  circulation  shall  not  exceed  the 
value  of  the  metal  which  would  circulate  in 
its  absence  and  which  it  suWiitu.cs ,  the 
mo merit  this  value  is  exceeded,  as  ii  unfor- 
tunately may  be  when  the  currency  is  issued 
from  a  source  inspiring  confidence  in  ultim- 
ate redemption,  it  becomes  ln:r;ful,  fastens 
chronic  redundancy  and  lalse/arti  fical  prices 
upon  the  country  ; — and,  me  d'epiv.y  and 
banker  heretofore  quoted  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding, — instead  of  retaining,  in- 
duces the  flight,  of  capital  from  the  country. 

So  far  as  new  operations  are  concerned,  it 
would  matter  little  to  the  operator  whether 
he  paid  5$ooo  or  io$ooo  fur  a  given  article, 
provided  these  two  sums  represented  equal 
quantities  of  gold  ;  that  is,  it  would  matter 
little  to  those  embarking  in  new  operations 
if  the  depreciation  of  a  currency  kept  pace 
with  the  excess  of  the  issue,  but  this  docs 
not  occur,  as  we  have  explained  elsewhere, 
and  the  result  is  the  maintenance  of  false 
gold  prices  for  all  commodities  whether  of 
import  or  home  production,  injurious  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  country. 

We  maintain  that  the  present  currency  of 
this  country  is  greatly  excessive,-  and  we  have 
assumed  the  excess  to  be  somewhere  in  the 

neighborhood  of  Rs.  80,000,000$,  Whether 
this  estimate  be  corrector  not  no  intelligent 
man, in  the  presence  of  the  phenomena  which 
are  apparent  to  the  most  superficial  observer, 
namely  a  false  relation  in  the  value  of  the 
currency :  to  gold,  an  apparent  favorable 
"balance  of  payments,"  and  an  exchange 
in  the  neighborood  of  20  pence,  or  some  25 
per  cent,  below  par,  can  hesitate  inadmitting 
that  the  only  explanation  is  a  redundancy  of 
the  circulating  medium. 

We  have  said  that,  notwithstanding  the 
declaration  of  the  deputy  and  banker  to  the 
contrary,  the  progressive  depreciation  of  the 
currency  of  a  country  causes  the  flight  of 
capital. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting,  in  this  con- 
nection, to  cite  the  case  of  an  important 
English  house.  Many  years  ago.  this  house 
was  established  here,  probably  when  the 
value  of  the  currency  was  somewhere  be- 
tween 50  and  60  pence.  It  was  possessed  of 
a  handsome  capital.  Its  business  was  a  very 
important  one  and  its  books  showed  large 
yearly  profits,  but,  after  a  career  of  some 
thirty  years  or  more,  upon  making  up  its 
capital  account,  it  found  that,  notwithstand- 
ing its  large  profits,  its  capital  represented 
less  sterling  tlian  when  it  commenced. 
In  view  of  this  result  the  business  was 
liquidated  and  the  partners  retired  in  disgust 
from  the  country. 

We  have  asserted  and  maintain,  that  no 
country  can  hope  to  enjoy  anything  like 
permanent,  much  less  progressive  prosper- 
ity while  under  the  baneful  influence  of  an 
excessive,  depreciated,  fluctuating  currency  ; 
and,  whatever  the  motives  may  be,  those  are 
not  true  friends  of  Brazil  who  would  counsel 
her  to  maintain  such  a  currency,  unless  it  be 
friendship  to  Brazil  to  desire  to  sec  her  cur- 
rency reduced  to  the  condition  of  that  of 
Buenos  Ayres  where  the  paper  dollar,  issued 
originally  at  the  par  of  the  silver  dollar,  now 
represents  only  about  4/100  parts  of  that 
dollar. 

Robert  Clinton  Wright, 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  17th  April,  1879. 


THE  AMERICAN  MINISTER. 

In  looking  over  the  files  of  our  journal, 
we  find  in  The  South  American  J/ci/ofJune 
23,  1876,  an  extract  from  an  eloquent  ad- 
dress delivered  shortly  before  at  Columbus, 
Ga.,  by  Hon.  Henry  W.  Billiard.  When 
we  published  the  extract  nearly  three  years 
ago,  we  had  not  the  honor  of  Mr.  Hilliard's 
personal  acquaintance  and  certainly  did  not 
imagine,  any  more  than  he  himself,  that  he 
would  be  to-day  the  United  States  envoy  at 
this' court.  The  sentiments  so  eloquently 
expressed  are  eminently  national  in  their 
tone  and  would  seem  to  preclude  the  pos- 
sibility of  those  sectional  opinions  with  which 
he  has  been  most  unjustly  charged.  As  the 
extract  in  question  will  possess  a  renewed 
interest  to  many  of  our  readers,  we  republish 
it  in  full. 

"  We  have  come  out  of  a  great  intestine  war,  but 
the  republic  is  stronger  than  it  was  before  the  storm 
tried  its  foundations.  We' are  one  people  j  the  gov- 
ernment is  our  government ;  its  nag  is  our  flag  j 
the    whole  country  is  our  country;   it  is  a'  greft 


country ;    the  gun  at  his  rising   gUcts    our  Man 

dard  with  !ii3..,eailkst  beams  on  the  Atlantic 
toiii,  r.uil  I  ..-  shutls  his  piling  splendors  upon 
ii  wberu'it  flotus  on  il.e  shore  of  the  Pacific  ut 
liii  sei.iiiR.  Ji  is  a  couniry  thai  a  man  may  love 
c,:iJ  je  proud  of.  We  me  yet  in  our  youth.  Wlnt 
U  a  canary  11.  die  life  of  u  nation?  Trie  political 
lyiiem  undci  which  we  live  U  the  freest  on  the 
glolx-.  It  his  s'ood  1  he  severest  Wits;  il  still  towers 
in  majestic  proportions,  peerless  as  Mont  Ul.iiic 
en;  Hi};  i:it  A!;ij,,and  it  will  stand,  his  founded 
011  a  row.  It  jgogniies  Hie  right  of  ihe  people  to 
govuiL  ihcms.'Ues  When  tiic  government  was  or- 
ganised, many  of  it-,  fiicvlj  donl-led — iti  enemies 
predicted  failure!  "'they  were  afraid  of  the  people. 
It  « .is  1)101  giit  Jjy  somei  of  ihe  ablest  statesmen 
«iio>io('l<  par.  in  [he  liaminy  of  i.,  that  it  was  not 
stiou^enouglHfflley  wUhed  to  bind  the  people. 
H-..t  it  is  ty-cViy  the  str-irg'si  government  on  earlh. 
It  has  shown  itinpoivers  ii:  iJidpt  war;,  i;  has  dis- 
|iir.yed  fcs  strength  in  maintaining  its  authority  at 
home.  We  ha v<g learned  :o  trust,  the  people— Hie 
ijie.it,  ttntroiDfftiu.'  people.  In  entering  upon 
r-nother  century  'if  our  national  existence,  we  have 
everythiug  to  cheer  us.  We  have  animating  pros- 
pects. Our  kjuulry  will  advance  in  wealth  and 
prosperity  and  power  aid  glory.  We  shall  lead 
the  way  f.ii  the  nations  in  the  path  of  tiuc  empire 
— die  development  of  ihe  principles  of  just  gov- 
ernment. We  mus;  preserve  the  constitution  ;  we 
must  maintain'  the  union.  The  government  will 
find  it)  muiE  pjfterful  supporters  in  Ihe  friends  of 
co:i>.itulic.ul  liiie.ly.  It  is  ucil'wt  an  imperial  nor 
a  democratic  gof^fomen:.  '  It  is  a  federal  republic, 
deriving  its  powers  Irom  the  consent  of  the  people, 
and  to  be  administered  to  their  good.  «  Their  will, 
expressed  not  by  the  voice  of  a  majority  without 
regard  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  in  (he  authentic  forms  provided  in  the, 
constitution,  is  the  supreme  authority.  I  see  around 
ine  many  that  I  have  known  from  my  youth.  We 
have  sometimes  differed  in  our  political  views,  but 
1  have  always  "accorded  to  them  what  I  know  .they 
attributed  to  me— patriotic  motives.  I  call  upon  you 
now,  my  countrymen,  to  devote  yourselves  to  the 
cause  of  the  country.  Wc  must  save  the  republic. 
We  must  set  up  a  standard  against  corruption,  and 
draw  to  it  from  all  parts  of  Ihis  broad  land  true  men 
— from  the  rock-girdled  coast  of  New  England  lo 
the  tropical  plains 'pf  Texas;  from  the  shore  beaten 
by  the  waves  of  the  stormy  Atlantic  lo  the  golden 
slope  of  California,i  the  friends  of  free  government 
will  answer  to  the  call  of  men  who  know  no  section, 
and  trample  under  their  feet  the  meaner  issues  that 
have  too  long  divided  us;  they  will  take  the  consti- 
tution and  hold  it  up  that  it  may  catch  the  first  beams 
of  the  century  about  to  rise  upon  our  country,  and 
exalt  il  to  that  supreme  place  that  it  held  when  the 
illustrious  Southerner  who  sleeps  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Potomac,  firstijwore  to  support  it  as  he  laid  his 
hand  upon  the  helm  of  the  new  government.  I  ap- 
peal to  you,  my  countrymen,  to  hear  me,  to  conse- 
crate yourselves  to  the  great  work.  Rise  to  the 
grandeur  of  a  true  patriotism  that  embraces  the 
whole  country.  It  is  high  time  that  the  quarrel  as 
to  past  issues  shonld  cense.  We  have  fought  the 
battle,  and  the  South  may  exclaim,  like  the 'king  of 
France  oil  the  field  of  Pavia — "All  is  lost  but  honor" 
Those  who, wish  to  prolong  the  strife  may, bring  ac- 
cusations against  us:  they  may  charge  that  we 
resisted  the  government ;  that  we'  asserted  our 
independence  ;  that  we  took  up  arms  to  maintain  it; 
but  they  cannot  tnke  from  us  the  glory  of  having. 
been  from  the  beginning,  through  all  the  eventful 
past,  loyal  to  the  -constitution.  We  confide  our 
cause  to  men  of  after  ages— and  to  history.'  We 
enter  upon  the  new  century  to  do  our  part  in  the 
development  of  the  country.  All  disturbing  causes 
have  passed  away.  There  can  he  no  conflict  between 
liie  interests  of  the  North  and  South, 

The  American  sees  the  wide  expanse  of  the  ter- 
ritory  washed  by  the  two  great  oceans  of  the  world, 
and  he  (eels  that  every  part  of  it  is  his  country. 
Abroad  lie  feels  that  lie  is  an  American,  he  travels 
under  the  prolcelion  of  the  flag  of  the  republic 
known  and  honored  in  all  the  seas  of  the  world* 
and  be  treads  Ihe  streets  of  the  cities  of  modern 
Europe  or  stands  amid  the  ruins  of  empires  that 
have  perished,'  with  the  glowing  consciousness  that 
hi.-iiwn  is  the  Jrucit,  greatest,  happiest  government 
ever  established  upon  the  earth.  The  great  central 
government :  binding  powerful  stales  in  indissoluble 
union;  forty  millions  of  people^  speaking  the  lan- 
guage of  Shakspeare  and  Milton ;  living  under  the 
institutions  of  Christianity;  rapidly  growing  in  pop- 
ulation, in  wealth,  and  in  power;  rearing  great 
cities;  converting  the  wilderness  into  a  garden; 
sending  out  ships  to  bear  their  products  into  all 
the  ports  of  the  world;  displaying  in  the  sight  of  all: 
nations  the  great  standard  of  the  republic  resplen- 
dent with  the  lighttrf  freedom— this  is  the  picture 
that  we  behold  tu-dajr,  and  the  humblest  man  in  the 
country  may  say  with  intenser  enthusiasm  than  ani- 
mated a  Roman  in  the  proudest  days  of  the  empire, 
"1  am  an  American,  citizen." 
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I*  the  most  artistic  style,  and  rii  a  building  firoo/agaiiut  fire 


following  gentlemen  were  tlecied  officers  of  tli_  . 
iter  its  umisnlidiitian  with  the  National  and  Conth 
Note  Companies: 
A.  G.  GOUDALL, 


J  AS.  MACIiUNOUtiH. 


C.  L.  VANZANDT, 

I  kt-Pt*s.  aiidGert.  Man. 
A.  D.  SHEPARD. 

Vice-President 
CEO,  H.  STAYNER, 


J,  T.  ROBERTSON, 

Via-PraMi'il  i  twuxibw 

THEO.  H.  FRELLAND,     JNO.  E.  CURRIER, 

Secretary  Au't  Secrttary 

J.  K.  MYERS,  Ass-t  Tmutnr. 


L. 


M.  MATHER  &  Co., 


Ship  and  Steamship  Brokers 
and  General  Commission  Merchants. 


"pLETCHER  AND  KIDDER'S 

"BRAZIL  AND  THE  BRAZILIANS" 


The  ninth  tiliucri  or  this  well-known  work, 
alluded,  has  just  been  issued  under  ihe  persona 
of  Rev,  J  C  Fletcher.  Considerable  iw  material,  uunnliiut 
commercial  statiiocs  lo  dale,  has  been  added,  whicb."^itli 
Ihe  new  illustrations  iusencJ  in  this  edition,  give  to  die  bwk 
a  flesh  io'.sre«  lo  all  Enulish  tenders 

F<"""»'        '      E.  &  II.  LAF.MMERT 

66  Rua  do  Ouvidor. 


w 


HEELWRIGHT,    FULLER 
&  CO. 
Foreign  Commission  Merchants. 

84  &  66  Reads  Street 

tftW-Yj'i. 


pALM  &  ALLEN,      - 

SHIP-CHANDLERS. 

6 -Rua  Fre*ca-6 

Rio  dk  Janeiro. 


BALDWIN    LOCOMOTIVE 
WORKS, 

PHILADELPHIA,  PENN.       \ 

{Eitallnluti,  i8)i| 

BUKNHAM,  PAUHY,  WILLIAMS  &  CO., 
Proprietors. 

engines  ue  adopted  to  every  variety  of  ser- 
curalely  to  standard  gauges  and  templates. 


TV..*  Won 
like  par"  ofdifieicnt 


eomoti vet.  Steam  Street  Can, 

He,  elo.  v 

All  jww*  thoroughly  gnarantnd. 
Illustrated  catalogue  furnished  on  application  ( 

Ageul  for  Brazil, 

0.  C.  JAMES, 

47  Rua  1?  de  Marso, 
Riod4ja*i\ 


A. 


WHITNEY   &  SONS, 

CAR  WHEEL  WORKS. 

,  '    {Established  1847)    1 


Chilled  cast  iron  wheels  (steeled  by  the  Hamilton  process) 
for  Railways,  street  cars,  and  mines.  Axles  of  iron  or  steel. 


H 


OPKINS,    BROWETT 
CAUSER, 

General  Hardware  Merchants. 

BIRMINGHAM, 


G.  &G.  C.  WARD, 


BARING  BROTHERS  &  COMPANY. 


j:iDGERWOOD  M'F'G.  Co., 

.' (LIMITS' B), 

Successors  of 

MltFOWb  &•'■  Ll®GEfRWd00t 


Engineers,  Machinists, 

Importers  of  Machinery  and  Material  for  Agricultural 

and  Industrial  Establishments,  and  Cotton  and  Woolen  N 


GENERAL  AGENCVSOR  THE 

SINGER  SEWING  MACHINE, 

and  .      . 

COFFEE-CLEANING  MACHINERY. 
No.  95,   Rua  do  Ouvidor. 


TyiLLEY  A  MILLER, 
IMPORTERS  St  COMMISSION 
,         MERCHANTS.       > 
Santos  mid  SAo  Paitlo. 


c, 


T.    DWINAL, 

34   RUA   DA    QUITANDA 
Agent  for  the 
•DOMESTIC"  and 

G<ROVE<R  &  <BAKE<R 

SEWING    MACHINES 


W    R-  CASSELS  &  Co. 

Commission  Merchants. . 

,  American  stoves  and  kitchen  ware  a  specialty. 
No.  13  Rua  Primeiro  de  Marco, 


j  TNITED,  STATES  AND 

BRAZIL  S.  S.  LINE. 

Carrying  Ike   United  Stales  and  Bratilian  Mails  f 

Performs  a  regular  monthly  service  between  New.  York  and 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  slopping  at  Ihe  intermediate  ports  of  Si. 
Thomas,  Pari,  Pemambuco  and  Rahia.  The  steamers  of  this 
3,500  tons  measurement  each,  are  new  and  first-class  in 
Tvery  particular. 

arrive  and  clear  at  this  port  as  follows; 

Commander         Arrive     Depart 


Cant  Carpent) 
Capt  Weir 

Capt,  

Capt.  Web- 


City  of  Pari 
City  of  Rio  de  Jai 
Anuuonai 

City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro       Capt.  Weir  July  at 

Fan  between  New  York  and  Rio  de  Jane  i  ro,  lit.  clasi  Ji7j. 
General  and  Passage  offitt, 

WILSON'S  SONS  cV  f>.,  Limited. 
.,-..■„  Kai  PnvawMltekdM,:j., 


COMMERCIAL' 'BANK: 

S^  OF  . 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO. 

Capital , Rt-    ta.OQo.oooSooo 

Subscribed "      n,i6t,uoc$ooc- 

Paidup...... "       3,93)|OOC$ooo 

Reserve  fund Rs  So;,?i  )$s«6 

NcttpronBDotdivided  ...       "  (ou.^!*^" 

'    "        t,jw.*«?487  ''"" 

This  Bank  draw"  on  '     '    V 

The   Lond".  41  Cuiiiiiy  Rank    . Lornkc. 

The  Rank  of  Portugal,  payable  in  Usboa  and  in 

London 1.  lishon. 

The  Branch  Bank  of  Punugid,  payable  iu  Oporto 

and  in  lainilun. Oponn. 

The  Con^tair  d'Escompte. Puis. 

Discounts  Treasury,  Bank  and  Commercial  Bills;  rno.11 
money  ai  inlctest  in  account  current,  aod  on  flilli  at  fixed 
terns;  and   transaeu    every    udier    description  of  Banking 

Q  NOVO  M-UNDO 

A  Monthly  Illustrated  Journal  uf  Politics, 
Literature,  and  the  Arts, 

REVISTA  INDUSTRIAL 

A  Monthly  niuslrated  Journal 

of  Commerce.  Agriculture,  Mining,  Railroading,  and 


PUULtSHKD  IN  NEW-YORK,  IN  PORTUGUESE, 

And  having  their  Circulation  wholly  in  Bfiual 

Eoitkd  av  J.  C.  RoDBJcuas,  LL  fi, 

"    Jf.47.J?tmlv<feJfarpfl    :-         : 


D 


R.  L.  R.  EBERT 

AMERICAN  DENTJS3 


IMPERIAL  FAMILY  OF  BRAZIL 

MINISTERS  OF  FOREIGN  LEGATIONS 
toi  Rua   do   Ouvidor  ioi 

i   .'    -      Rio  ob  Jansiro.  - 


Neatness,  promptness  and  st 


is  in  all  operations  under- 


piNHEIRO  &  TROUT 

SHIP-CHANDLERS  &  GROCERS 

107,  RUA  PRIMEIRO  DE  MARCO. 


PSTOFFEL'S '.'DOPPEL  BEER." 
t     ■      THE  WELL  KNOWN ^  BRAND :    ''. 
Urdeis  for  family  use  promptly  attended  w.    ■ 
WARRANTED  PURE 


T\R.  ANDREW  J.  1NGLIS: 

AMERICAN  p£NTIST .  , 

May  be  found  in  his  office,  Rua  do  Ouvidor,  No.  4!,  from  0 
L  m.  until  4  p.  m.    Established  upwards  of  twenty  yean  in  this 


T^ORWICH  UNION  FIRE 
INSURANCE  ASSOCIATION  J, 

(EttablisAed  1797J  .  '  ■  ( 

Accepts  Fire  Insurances  of  all  descriptions  at  moderate  rate*. 

lit  aoiNTs  roi  an  na  jamiiso  and  unto*     .' 

,    MEEt  ALLEN.&  COr.  , 

CommiBtion  Merchants 

No.  66  Rua  do  General  Canvara 
'    1   •  :     I      ■  *'-     RiSde  ja>ah,.  ' 


TT  ELIOTYPE 

Permanent  Photographic  Book  Illustrations. 


ducers  of  Book  Illustrations  by  ihe  Hekotype,  Photo-lithogra- 
phic, and  Photoengraving  processes.  Employed  by  the  Uniied 
States  Govemn*       in  Scientific  and  Medical  Re- 

ports, by  Scientific,  Historical,  and  other  teamed  societies,  by 
the  leading  publishers,  and  for  illustrating  Town  and.  Family 

Fac-ainiues  of  Medals  and  Cobs,  Ancient  MSS.,  Paintings, 


nnd  Sketches.  Views  and  Portraits  from  Nature, 
Mediculand  Scientific  objects,  Antiquities,  etc,  etc. 
For  terms  and  specimens  apply  to  the 


OFFICE  OF  "O  NOVO  MUNDO."     ' 

'       No.  47  Rua  iV  deMarjo 
Kindt  Janeiro. 


N 


EW-YORK  AND  BRAZIL 
EXPRESS 


Office  in  New-York,  No.  30,  Burling  Slip. 

Office  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  No.  47,  Rua  1?  de  Marco. 


'"TRUBNER  &  CO. 

American,  European* and  Oriental  Literary 
Agency  ..;!.!.. 


PNCLISH  BANK 

hi,.:*     :•■     .or_        :.  ,..,.:■:,  '.'1. 
RIO   DE    JANEi  Rd. 
;        ?   (L/Mirsni 

HEAD  OFFICE  IN  LONDON 

.    BRANCHES:  .' 

wo  de  jjuremo,  permiibuco  m  sastos 


Capital , — .    £    1,090,000  ' 

Ditto,  patdap £    '  aao.ooa    1 

Reserve  Fund £  71,500 

Ditto,  special £      40,640,,  14,, 

Drasra  on  the  London  Joint  Stock  Bank  i*j  must 
every  description  of  Banking  business. 

Printed  nnd  Published  at  the 
"ALDINA"  STEAM  PRINTING  OFFICE 


-*4- " 


THE    RIO    NEWS 


The  Rio  News. 


The  reverend  Bishop  of  Falkland  is  expect- 
ed here  on  the  next  Pacific  stamer,  to  arrive 
on  the  22nd.  inst  It  is  understood  that 
'there  will  be  confirmation  services  in  the 
English  church  during  his  stay  in  this  city. 

— The  United  States  is  indeed  awonderful 
country;  its  growth  is  something  marvellous. 
Even  the  Pacific  railroad,  according  tu  the 
Jernalde  Commertio,  has  grown  to. the  as- 
tonishing length  .of  30,000  miles.  That's 
enterprise. 

—The  friends  of  Rev.  Frederick  Young, 
chaplain  ot  the  English  church,  will  regret 
to  leam  that  his  health  has  made  it  necessary 
for  him  to  leave  the  city  for  a  month  o'r  two. 
We  understand  that  he  has  exchanged  with 
Rev.  Mr.  Quick,  of  Sao  Paulo,  who  enters 
upon  his  duties  here  on 'Sunday  next. 

—  The  lands  bought  by  the  government 
for  the  Russian  colonies  on  xbecamfot  genus 
of  Parani  were  paid  for  at  prices  varying 
from  five  to  fifteen  reis  per  square  braca,  or 
4(180  to  11(540  peracre.  The  established 
price  of  government  lands  is  from  one- 
half  real  to  two  reis  per  square  braca,  or 
418  reis  to  1(672  per  acre. 

—By  imperial  decree,  No.  7,172,  of  the 
22nd.  of  February  last,  a  privilege  was  grant- 
ed to  PeterC,  Adams  and  Joseph  R.  Paii- 
tridge  which  permits  them  to  explore  for 
gold  along  the  Rio  das  Velhas,  in  the  prov- 
ince ofMinasGeraes.  The  territory  com- 
prehended in  this  grant  lies  between  Sahara- 
and  the  parish  of  Santo  Antonio.  ' 

— After  a  '  leave  of  absence  of  several 
months  duration,  U.  S.  Paymaster  Henry 
T.  B.  Harris  returned  to  this  station  on 
the  GtyofParA .  His  health  has  been 
greatly  improved  by  the  trip.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  some  of  the  naval  vessels  will 
soon  visit   this  port 

—'The  master,  Captain  Matthews,  of  the 
British  bark  Sea  Foam,  arriving  at  this  port 
on  the  23rd  insL  from  Rangoon,  reports  a 
case  of  mutiny  among  his  sailors  on  the  18th 
inst.  One  of  the  sailors,  named  Bonde,  was 
wounded  in  the  left  arm  by  a  shot  from 
Captain  Matthews'  revolver,  and  was  sent  to 
the  Misericordia  on  the  vessel's  arrival  here, 

—  The  Western  and  Brazilian  Telegraph 
Company  announces  that,  inasmuch  as  all 
telegrams  sent  to  Chili,  Peru  and  Bolivia  are 
subject  to  official  inspection  at  Valparaiso 
and  are  stopped  or  allowed  to  go .  on  at  the 
option  of  the  Chilian  government,  all  dis- 
patches hereafter  will  be  accepted  only  at  the 
risk  of  the  sender. 

—Among  the  arrivals  on  the  7th.  inst. 
per  the  G{y  9/ Pari  was  our  old  friend 
Gen.  Alex.  S.  Russel,  U.  S.  consul  at 
Montevideo.  Gen.  Russel  was  adjutant- 
general  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  during 
the  rebellion,  and  is  now  en  route  for  his 
new  position  as  a  cosular  officer  of  the 
United  Stttes.  He  left  for  Montevideo  yes- 
terday, on  the  Pacific  steamer  Britannia, 

—The  newcontract  for  the  lighting  of  the 
city  of-Rio  de  Janeiro  was  signed  on  the 
2 1st  ultimo  by  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture and  the .  representative  of  the  Rio' 
Gas  Co,  Th<S  contract  extends  to  1912, 
but  can  be  rescinded  after  the  expiration  of 
twelve  years  by  a  three-years  notice,  in 
case'  the  government  decides  to  adopt  some 
new  system  in  general  use  in  Europe  or 
America.  In  such  case  the  present  com- 
pany will  have  the  preference  for  the  new 
contract.  The  price  of  gas  is  fixed  at 
twenty-four  reis  per  hour  for  each"  street 
lamp,  250  reis  per  cubic  metre  for  the 
public  departmennts,  and  720  reis  for  pri- 
vate establishments^  payments  to  be  made" 
on  a  gold  basis.  This  is  a  reduction  on  the 
old  prices. 

MARRIED. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  at  the  English  church 
in  this  city  in  the  presence  of  the  Hon.  Henry 
W.  Hilliard,  United  States  Minister  and 
Consul . General  Thomas  Adamson,  by  the 
Rev.  Frederick  Young,  Miss  Minnie  Louisa 
Hanson,  daughter  of  Mr.  Arthur  M.  Han- 
son, C  E,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Hanson,  of  Mo- 
bile, Ala.,  to  Prof.  Jasper  L.  Harben,  son 
of  the  Rev.  Tyne  Boone  Harben  and  Mrs. 
Clarissa  Harben,  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

T?  Small-pox  is  raging  whVgreat  intens- 
ity in  Pari 

—  The  island  of  Fernando  de  Noronha 
is  suffering  from  drouth. 

*■*■  Seraphim  Manoel  doa  Anjos,  notwith- 
standing his  name,  has  just  been  sen- 
tenced to  fourteen  yean  imprisonment  for 
murder.  -And  it  was  only  the  fourth  victim 
that  brought  him  to  grief 


—  Small-pox  is  reported  at  Piranhas  and 
Penedo  in  the  province  of  AlagSas. 

-i-  Between  March  23  and  April  9  the 
president  of  Ceara  opened  new  credits  to 
the  amount  of  1,100,000$. 


'  Commercial 


EXCHANGE. 

April  33.— There  was  no  sensible  alteration  in 
exchange.  Bank  paper  on  London  sold  at  308/8  &,, 
and  mercantile  paper  at  301/3  a  80  5/9  d.  The 
rates  on  Paris  wen  46T  rs.  bank  paper,  and  4«1 
a  465  ra.  per  franc,  mercantile  paper."  There  were 
some  outside  aales  of  8  9/;  apoltoes  at  1,0468, 
though  the  regular  quotation  was  1,0681.  Sov- 
ereigns, 11|760, 

AprUW.— There  was  little  change  in  the  rates 
for  bank  paper,  the  banks  continuing  to  sell 
exchange  on  London  at  20  8/8  d.,  aud  on  Paris  nfc 
44?  a  468  rs.  The  quotations  for  mercantile  paper 
were  SO  1/2  to  90  8/4  d.  on  London,  and  463  a  464  rs. 
on  Paris. 

Aprils.— Exchange  opened  firmer.  Bunk  rates 
on  London  were  908/8  a  30 1/2  d.,  aud  on  Paris 

465  is,  The  rates  for  mercantile  paper  were 
20 1/3  d.  on  London  and  463  rs.  on  Paris.  The  sales 
of  6  ?/0  apoliees  were  light,  realizing  1,053$  a 
1,0651. 

April  25.  —  Transactions  in  bank  paper  on 
London  were  effected  to-day  at  90  3/8  d.  In  mer- 
cantile paper  the  quotations  were  30 1/9  a  90  0/16 
d.  on  London,  467  ra.  per  franc  on  Paris;  and 
570  rs.  per  mark  on  Hamburg.  The  quotations 
on  6  °/0  apoliees  were  1,055$  and  sovereigns 
11$W0. 

April  26.— The  market  for  exchange  irregular 
and  weak.  On  London,  the  quotations  were 
30  8/8  d. ,  hank,  and  20 1/3  a  30  7/16  d.  mercantile 
paper;  on  Paris,  407  rs.,bank,  and  464  rs.  per 
franc,  mercantile  paper.  The  transactions  in 
6°/0  apoliees  and  specie  were  unimportant,  the 
former  being  held  at  a  slight  advance,  1,068*. 

April  38.— Exchange  on  London,  bunk  paper, 
opened  at  90 1/4  d.  falling  to  30  d.  in  the  after- 
noon, where  it  remained.  The  rates  for  mercan- 
tile paper  were  SO  3/8  a  20  5/10.  Tim  transactions 
were  light  owing  to  the  uncertaiu  state  of  the 
market,   Mercantile  paper  on  Paris  quoted  at 

466  rs.  per  franc.  There  was  some  Improvement 
in  the  quotations  for  B  °/0  apoliees,  several  sales 
being  effected  at  1,060$.    Sovereigns  U$840. 

April  29.— Exchange  opened  weak  and  un- 
steady. A  few  transactions  on  London  were 
effected  at  20  d.  for  bank  paper,  and  30 1/16  a 
20 1/4  d.  for  mercantile  paper.  The  bank  rates 
on  Paris  were  476  rs.;  private  rates  470  a  473  rs. 
per  franc.  In  6  °/c",  apoliees  there  was  no  change 
from  yesterday's  quotations.  Sovereigns  sold  at 
111030  a  12$  with  considerable  activity. 

April  80.— No  change  in  the  market  from  yes- 
terday. Transactions  light  and  effected  with 
great  caution. 

May  1.  —  The  official  quotations  to-day  were 
20  d.  for  bank  paper,  and  80  1/8  a  20  3/16  d.  for 
mercantile  paper,  with  only  light  transactions 
in  the  latter. 

May  3.— At  the  opening  of  business  to-day  the 
hanks  refused  to  sell  exchange,  but  later  in  the 
day  some  of  them  sold  very  cautiously  at  19  7/8 
a  10  8/4  d„  the  market  closing  at  the  latter 
figure.  There  were  a  few  transactions  effected 
in  mercantile  paper  at  90  1/16  a  18  7/8  d.  Sov- 
ereigns sold  at  13(100,  *• 

May  8.— The  transactions  to  day  were  very 
limited  at  10  8/4  d.  for  bank  paper,  and  19  7/8  a 
10 15/16  for  mercantile  paper.  The  rate  on  Paris 
was  480  rs.  per  frauo  for  mercantile  paper.  There 
were  some  important  sales  of  sovereigns  at 
133200.  The  quotations  for  6  c/0  apoliees  wore 
1,090$  a  1,083$. 

May  3.—  Slight  improvement  in  Exchange,  the 
market  showing  greater  firmness  and  regularity 
Bank  paper  on  London  sold  at  10  3/4  d.  aud 
mercantile  paper  at  19  1/8  ®  10 15/16  d.'  A  few 
6  °/n  apoliees  were  sold  at  1.065$. 

May  6.— No  change  from  yesterday's  quota- 
tions on  London.  Exchange  on  Paris  quoted  at 
483  »  488  reis  bank  paper.  Small  lots  of  Q°/0 
apoliees  sold  at  1.083$  and  15.000  sovereigns  at 
12$2O0, 


THE  MARKETS, 

Coffee.  —  On  thoday  of  our  last  issue,  on  33  d. 
ultimo,  onr  market  became  again  very  active 
and  bus  continued  so  since  then :  prices  showing 
a  further  advance  of  50  reis  per  10  kilos  for  good 
first  and  900  reis  per  10  kilos  for  the  lower  grades, 
the  latter  being  much  in  demand  and  very  scarce. 
The  total  sales  since  32  ultimo  amount  to 
166.880  bags,  of  which 

91,270  are  for  United  States. 
63,580    »      »    Europe. 
7,500    *      ii    Cape  of  O.  Hope. 
4,530   h      ■    Other  ports. 

166,880  bags. 
The  receipts  during  the  month  of  April  have 
averaged  9,700  hags  per  day  and  since  1st  inst 
the  daily  average  has  been  about  11,800  bags. 
Stock  is  estimated  to-day  at  110,000  bags. 
We  quote,  per  10  kilos : 

Washed  nominal 

Fine  0$400  a  6*500 

Superior  6$300a6$400 
Good  1st  5$850a5$950 

Regul&rlst  5$360a5$450 
Ordinary  1st  4$S0O  a  4*800 
Good  3d  3$800a4»100 

Ordinary  2d  8$O0OaS$100 
PitchPtnif  While  Pine.— The  arrivals  since 
32  d.  ulto  have  been ; 

353,710  feet  Pitch  Pine,  per  Carrie  Purrington, 
sold  at  40*000;  33,653  feet  White  Pine,  per  M. 
Colhtt,  sold  at  105  reis. 

The  market  continues  firm  with  amall  stock  in 
first  hands  and  we  quote, 

B5  to  105  reis  per  foot  for  White  Pine. 
4O$O0O  per  dozen  for  Pitch  Pine. 
The  total  arrivals  from  United  States  duiug 
the  4  mouths  from  1st  January  to  80th  April 
amounts  to: 

8,561,889  feet  Pitch  Pine. 
1,069,439     >     White  Pine. 


following  Importers : 

A.  C.  Nathan*  Co. 

1,667,483  feet 

wenoeslao  OuimarSea  if- Co 

1,809,040   » 

Chaves  Fonseoa  *  Co. 

881,600   11 

WrightS:  Co. 

|  905,440    i> 

J.  Lazary  &  Co. 

353,710    11 

phipps  Bros  &  Co. 

387.4111    » 

Hmiuuni  ,f-  Co. 

220,15!)    » 

W.  H.  Forbes. 

'    01,253   » 

G.  N.  Kodrigues  tf  Co. 

80,201    » 

A.  Moss  «>  Co. 

F,  M,  Brandon. 

j     83,053    « 

4,625,854  foot. 
Floor.  —The  market  continues  steady   and 
prices  are  somewhat  higher. 
We  quote  to-duy : 

Richmond  19$000<t3S$OOQ 
Baltimore  18JO00  a  108000 
Western  1'JjOOO  a  20800O 
Arrivals  since  23  d.  ult.  have  been  ; 
American  8,080  brls. 

Trieste  2,500     » 

Eiver  Plate         100  bags 

Total         10,630  Wis  .f-  bags. 
The  Sales  since  same  date  amount  to 
13,200  brls  American 
100  bgs  River  Plate. 

Total       13,800  brls  aud  bags. 
Stock  to-day  consists  of 


Shipping  News. 


ARRIVALS  OF  FOEEIGN  VESSELS. 


Total..    4,686,25* 


divided 


A  PHIL  93. 

Bordeaux— Dutch  b'ktn  W.  H.  BencTall;  230 
tons;  Boer;  44  ds;  sundries  tu  F.  Palm:  name  in 
for  repairs  because  of  leakage;  bound  for  Ros- 
urio. 

S.  Nicolas— Nor  bk  CUo;  348  tons;  Sigvoutson; 
23  ds;  sundries  to  Alexandre  Wagner, 

New  York— Ft  bk  Marie  Collet;  848  tons;  Lungh- 
ethee;  45  da;  sundries  to  F.  M.  Brandon. 

Liverpool— Ger  bk  Skene;  340  tons;  Classen; 
45  ds;  sundries  to  Norton,  Megnw  &  Co. 

Mauseiu.ks— Sw  bgtn  Santos;  177  tons;  Pehr- 
iiosGj  78  ds;  sundries  toF.  Sunwoii  it  Co. 

St.  Mary,  Georgia— Am  bgtn  Carrie  Purinton; 
835  tons;  Doone;  03  ds;  pine  to  ordur. 

Porto  de  Bouc— Frbk  Australia  300  tons;  Pla 
jr;S8ds;  salttoFiorita*  Tavolara. 

Cardiff— Am  shin  Bridgeivater;  1,557  tons;  Ad- 
ams; 40  ds;  coal  to  Wilson's  Sons  &  Co. Limited. 

Faysandc— Ger  selr  HelnrieU;  112  tons;  Ka- 
geliunchler;  83  de;  jerked  beef  to  Souza  Ii'mao 
A  Rocha. 

Rajjuoon— Brbk  Sea  Foam;  41U  tons;  Matthew; 
105  ds;  rice  to  Brandos,  Kramer  &  Co. 

Rosario  i>f.  santa  Fe— Br  lig  Fair  Queen;  940 
tons;  Laphin;  20  de;  hay  to  order. 

Am  bgtn  Annie  R.  Starer;  403  tons;  Fravis; 

hay  to  Ortigo  &.  Co. 
APRIL  34. 

New  Castle— Br  bk  Yarmouth;  561  tonsjToms; 
55  ds;  coal  and  coke  to  Alves  &  Martins. 

Port  Natal— Brbk  Ungcni;  365  tons;  Milne;  13 
ds;  called  for  water;  bound  for  Montevideo. 

Paybakdo  viu  Monte  video— fiytolNnevaProv- 
idenda;  197  tons;  Roi  g;  30  ds  (13  ds  from  Monte- 
video); jerked  beef  to  Alexandre  Wagner, 
APRIL  35. 

Cardiff— Fr  bk  I'mguy;  831  tons;  Rival;  46  ds; 
coal  to  Alexandre  Wagner. 

Glasgow— Brbk Dnmrd;  708 tons;  Fairlie;  45 
ds;  sundries  to  J.  Q.  Illitts  &  Co. 

Montevideo— Part  bktn  Ckrutina ;  177  tons; 
Loureiro;  14  ds;  jerked  beef  to  Alex.  Wagner. 
APRIL  28. 

Robakio  i»e  Santa  Fe— Am  bk  Jama  Mo  Corty 
524  tons;  S trout;  25  ds;  hay  to  Backheuser  . 
Meyer. 

APRIL  27. 

Buenos  Atkkb— Sp  bk  Lien;  199  tons;  Alsina; 
90  ds;  jerked  beef  to  Sanchez  Romngucru  Fillies 
ft  Co. 

Buenos  Ayrks  via  Montevideo— Sp  fel  Dtarta; 
148  tons;  Alsina  y  Eobhh:  35  ds  <19  ds  from  Mont- 
evideo); jerked  beef  to  Alexandre  Wagner, 

Conceicao  do  Uruguay  wia  Buenos  Ayres— Sp 
fel  NueuaSnbar;  339  tons;  Curell;  32  ds  (20 ds  from 
Buenos  Ayrcs);  jerked  beef  to  order;  bound  for 
Havana,  calico  for  water. 

Cafe  of  Good  Hope— Br  bg  Silver  Cloud;  154 
tone;  Want:  38  ds;  sundries  to  Norton,  Megaw 
&  Co, 

APRIL  20. 

Richmond— Am  bgtn  Alice;  311  tons;  Duttou; 
50  ds;  flour  to  Phipps  Bros,  &  Co. 

Oporto— Port iik  VasoodeGama;  541)  tons;  8am- 
paio;87de;  sundries  to  Monties  tie  Olivoii'a  &  Co, 

Salt  [hi.akd— Sw  bgtn  Silphide;  340  tuns;  Liinl- 
huatt;  37  ila;  salt  to  J.  M.  Mirauile  Leone. 
APRIL  80. 

Plymouth— Nor  bgtn  Facorit;  288  tons;  Steln- 
ert;42ds;  linnlicrto  order. 
MAT  I, 

Setural— Nor  hi.1i  Rabil ;  157  tuns;  Wcsteu;  50 
ds;  salt  to  Gross.  Kohler  a  Co. 

Rio  Grandk— Fort  sch   Conceicao;  151  tons: 
Queiroz;  14  ds;  jerked  beef  and  tnllow  to  Leirns, 
Soraiva  *  Co. 
MAT  2. 

Buenos  Ayreh— Sp  fol  Mereedev;  lfttl  tons: 
Pages:  14  ds:  jerked  beef  to  Joa6  Ronmguera. 
MAYS. 

Rosario  de  Santa  Fe— Am  bk   Annk  Lewis; 
671  tons;  Lewis:  31  ds:  buy  to  order. 
MATS: 

Baltimore— Am  bk  Dom  Pedro  II;  489  tons: 
Hndgins;  43  ds:  flour  and  lard  to  Wright  &  Co. 

Cardiff— Am  ship  William  G.  Davis:  1,598 
tons;  Brooks:  44  ds:  coal  to  Norton,  Megaw  ±  Co. 


SAlto  via  Montevideo— Sp  am  DaMnta:  160 
tons:  Sun  Juan:  35  ds  (30  ds  (mm  Montevideo): 
jerked  beef  to  J.  M.  Frius  Filhoe  &.  Co. 

Montevideo— Sp  bg  Felipe:  108  to  us;  Riera:  19 
ds:  jerked  beef  to  Souza  Irinuo  *  Rocha. 

Buenos  AyRes— Sp  bgtn  Maria  Horn:  318  tons: 
Casanovas;  18  ds:  jerked  beef  to  J.  N.  de  Vinceu- 
zi  &  Fillios. 
MAYG. 

Glasgow— Am  bk  Sarah  S.  RUlgieay:  869  tons. 
Townseud:  45  ds:  pipe  for  the  Gubriclli  Water 
Works. 

NEw  CAsTlE— Dutch  sch  Amhtlant:  907  tons; 
Pnper:  68  ds:  coal  to  order. 


DEPARTURES  OF  FOREIGN 
VESSELS. 
APRIL  28. 


Lisbon  f  o— Nor  bg  Cuba;  350  tons;  Reinertsen; 
coffee. 

Hampton  Roads  f  o— Dan  bg  Droming  LouUe; 
274  tons;  Bonde;  coffee.  . 

Pernamduco— Port  bktn  D.  Petro  V;  300  tons; 
Santos;  sundries. 


APRIL  84. 
Baltimore— Am  bk  Templar;  890  tons;   Mc 
Clean;  coftee. 


Sakta  Cathauixa— Nor  bk  Rio  Grande;  199 
tons;  Evhentk;  ballast. 
APRIL  20. 


St. .Thomas— Br  bk  Jessica;  800  tons;  Pearce; 
ballast. 

4P£JX  37. 

BaltlMORE— Am  bit  Adelaide;  897  tons;  Bailey; 
coffee. 


APRIL  20. 
Baltimore— Brbk GeoPeabody;  502  tonB;Wll- 
on;  coltee. 
Am  bk  Rialto;  450  tons;  Owens:  ballast. 

Am  bk  Serene;  550  tons;  Segerainn;  coffee. 


MAT1. 
Aiiicrat  —  Br  bg  O.  lllancliard ;  230  tons;  Le 
Brocg;  ballast. 

Mkxilones— Br  Bhip  Ingomar;  1,194  tons ;  For- 
mer ;  ballast. 

New  York  —  Frbk&wte  Anne";  398  tons;  Si- 
cord;  ballast. 

Br  bk  Goat/ell ;  778  tons;  Morison  j  coffee. 

MAY'S 


Valparaiso— Ger,  bk  Wilheha  Mooch;  438  tons 
Tretwurst!  ballast. 
St  Thomas— Ger  bk  Anna;  155  tons;  Punt: 

ballast. 


PKRNAMnuco-Port  bk  HumiMade;  888  tons; 
Toixeira,  Jr.;  sundries, 

8p  sin  Ondlna;  108  tons;  Sensat;  coffee  and 

ballast. 

Ceara— Ger  bk  Die  Heimatk;  845  tons;  Hoafle; 
sundries, 


p  bg  Pirro;  187  tons; 


LACUNA  —  Port   bgtn  Eaperanca;   131  tons; 
Pencil;  uullust. 
MAT  5. 
Tabasco— Br  sch  Ni&Mne;  557  tons;  Holder; 
ballast. 

i;  Latuliur; 

MAYO. 
Baltimore— Am  bgtn  Water  Witeh;  343  tons; 
Smith;  coffee. 

Gibkalter— Br  sch  J.  J,  B.;  231  tons;  Brown- 
ing; coffee. 

tons; 


Steamer. 

London 45/ 

Liverpool 4o/ 

Antwerp 37/6 

Hamburg 4.5/ 

Havre fr.  40-45 

Bordeaux fr,   70 

Marseilles fr.  80 

New  York 5°  cts- 


FREIGHTS : 

Sailing'  Vmelo : 
Channel  f.  o.  37/6041/6 
Lisbon  f.  o..  42/6047/6 
Gibraltar  f.  o.  40/  a  45/ 
U.  States,  N.  15/  azi/l 
S.  nominal. 


VESSELS  CIIAimCUKII  FROM  APRIL  33 

TO  MAT  7. 

LihIjiiii  1',  o.  ;   Hwml.  Hi:lir.  Sophia  Amalia  ;  3,500 

baKsciittuoj  F,  du  Figuoiredo  &  C:  fre*t  42/0; 

'  Liwlum  I'.  o. ;  Genu,  sclii-.  Amlrma;  m  bafts  cof- 
fec;   F,  de  Fii;iH:ir.-,|(i  *  (!.;  Ir.-'l  4:i/G;  class  3/8. 

tiiliralliir  f.n.  ;  lii'il.  hijjtft'i'  J..I.11-  4,500  hags 
euiluuj  Oiiloserns   Hi'iillti'i-s  &.  0.;   LWt  37/0;  class 

*  New-York;  Norw.  bark  mo  II.  Emdtion;  5,200 
bags  uoll'oo;    Ed.  Jh1jmh|.ihi  &  L! .;  f rc't  37/li;   cliiss 

8/;i. 

Now- York,  Norw.  Inn!;  Troxrik;  3,000  bags  ;  A. 
C.  Nathan  .1  C;  fret's  I7,li;  rlass  A.  1. 

Now-Yurk;  Swell  burl;  .!.,-■'.- 3,000 bagscoffoe; 
A.  C.  Niil-hiinSC.  :  I're'l,  1T/0;  i!liis»3/ll. 

New-York;  Dut.<'li  liriu  Mmdeu  ;  3,000  bags  cof- 
fee;  A.  (J.  Nat.lian  &  C.  ;  fn:'t  17;cl;  class  3/3. 

New-York;  Urit.  bark  ,S\  Oemy;  4,500  liags  cof- 
fee: F.  Figueil'edo  It  (.!.;  fre't  15;;  cbiH.s  A.  1, 


Niiw-Yorit  ;  l'orl..  Iwirk  Maraarida;   4,500   bags 
joffee;  F.  FiKiiriivdii  i.  C:  f re't  15/;  cIslhs  A.  1. 
Piirt,  KliwiibelJi  ;  (ii;rni.  selir.  I'Aara  ;  y.900  bugs 


coffee;  McTkiiiiici  S  ti;~\?j |-."i';;i75;  class 3/3. 

Port  Elisabeth  and  Port  Natal:  Brit.brig.  Robert 
a  Mary;  1,500  bags  colic;  Ed,  Johnston  &  C;  frc't 
£850;  class  A.  1. 

Fern  am  biu'.o  ;  Swod.  bark  Amaraut ;  general 
cargo  ;  fro't  Itn,  3.000J. 

Peruambucof.  o.|  Brit,  lugger  Lniza  Wait;  gen- 
oral  <-,\VK<v,  t'rc't  Rs.  3,000ft 

Pemambuco  f.  o. ;  Span,  brig,  Piero  ;  flour 
fro't  400  Kb. 

Ceara" ;  Germ,  bark  Fides ;  Hour:   frc't  500  Gs 

Biibia:  Norw.  bark  Alerts  ;  stones  ;  40  Es. 

Biiliia;  Brit,  brig  Fairy  Queen;  stones;  frc't 
40  R». 

Bubiii  and  Now- York  •  bv.it.  brig  Fairy  Qi 
sufrarjfre't  158. 

MacciO  and  Cbnu.;  Norw.  bark  St.  Olaf;  sugar; 
fre't  80/. 

Paranagmt  and  Baliia;  Brit,  bark  Trafatgai 
sleopeifl,  fre't  Es.  Sf . 

Fiiranajtnii  and  River  Plate;  Span,  solir.  Pronto; 
maW;  fre't  1  real. 

Paranagui  &.  River  Plate;  Germ,  bark  Gtutac; 
matd;  frc't  1  real. 

Pnranagna'  &  River  Piute  ;  Dutch  brig  Jonge 
Evert ;  mate" ;  frc't  1  real. 


VESSELS  LOADING,  WITH  DESTINATION. 

London  aud  Havre  ;  Brit,  steamer  Douro ;  9,800 
bags  coft'eo  and  sundries;  fre't  45/  uud45fxs. 

Havre  ;  French  bark  Fidrlitc  ;  general  cargo; 
E.  J.  Albert  &  C. ;  fre't  10,000  ft-s. 

Havre;  French  bark  Val  de  Saire;  general 
cargo;  sundries;  fre't  fr.  40. 

Oporto:  Port,  bark  Social  ,•   2,000  bags  coffee 

Lisbon  f.  o. ;  Swed.  schr.  Sophia  Amalia  ;  3,500 
bags  coffee  ;  F.  de  Figneiredo  *  C. :  fre't  42/6. 

Lisbon f.  0.;Germ.  aebr,  .4#/ri7Cfl,-  3,500  bags  cof- 
fee ;  F.  de  Figueredos  C;  fre't  42/fi. 

New-York;  Annf.  sti'aiiH'i'  City  of  Para  ;  11,000 
liac*  cutti'i'  and  siuulrii's  ;  fre't  W  cts. 

New-York  ;  Anier.  Iirig  John  Shvmood;  4.00C 
bags  coffee  and  sundries  ;  frc't  16/. 

New- York ;  Norw.  bark  Tromrih;  3,000  bags  cof- 
fee ;  A.  C.  Nathan  &  C;  fre't  17/6. 

New-York;  Swed.  bark  Axel ;  3,000  bags  cof- 
fee ;  A.  C.  Nathan  &  C;  fre't  17/6. 


New-York: 

Dutch  brig  Medeen 

3,000  baits  CO* 

fee ;  A.  C.  Nathan  &  C;  fre't  17/6. 

New-York;  Brit.  bark.S'.  George: 4,500 bags  cof- 

fee; F.  do  Figneiredo  &  C;  fre't  15. 

Now- York :  Port,  hark  MargarUta;  4,500  bags 
coffee:  F.  de  Figneiredo  &  C;  fro't  15/. 

Baltimore:  Aineric.  bark  Yamoyden;  9,000  bags 

coffee;  Phipps  Brother  &C. 

Baltimore  :  Argent,  ship  Darid  Stewart ;  4,000 

bags  coffee  and  sundries  on  the  berth ;  fre't  20/. 

Baltimore  ;  Aineric.  brig.  Alice  ;  on  the  berth 
fre't  20/. 

Baltimore  :  Amor,  bark  D.  Pedro  II ;   on  the 

berth:  fre't  20. 

Port  Elisabeth   and  Port  Natal :   Brit,  brig 
Robert  &  Mary;  1,500  bags  coffee  :  Ed,  Johnston  k 
C.:  fre't  £350. 



EXPECTED  TO  LOAD. 

, 

Liverpool:  Brit,  steamer  lAguria;  1,500  bags 

coffee  engaged  a  40/. 
Autw.  and  London:    Brit,  steamer  Ptolemy; 

3,500  bags  coffee  engaged  a  37/6  &  40/. 

Autw.  and  Liverpool;  Urit.   steamer  Euclid; 

8,000  bags  colli!  engaged  a  37/0  and  40/. 

Hamburg:  Genu,  steamer  Aryvtiiiiiii;  2,000  bags 

coffee  engaged  a  45/. 
Havre:   Ireneh  steamer  Fillede  Itahia;  7,000 

bags  coffee  ongagod  a  fr.  40. 

ARRIVALS    OF  FOREIGN  STEAMERS  AT    THE 

PORT  OF  RIO  DE  JANEIRO  SINCE  OUR 

LASTJSSUE. 

Apr  13 

Parana  (III... . 

Genoa,  >33  ds. 

Fiorita  &  Tavolara. 

Itallcy  (l)r).. 

Norton,  Megaw&Cft 

Vandyck  (Br).. 

Santos,  20  as. 

itiilii(Ger)  .. 

„      an  hs. 

Bran'des,  rtramer  St'to- 

Cotopaxi  (Br). 
la  Kranced-'r 

I.iv'poi)l*Issds 

Wilson  Sonp  &  Co,  L'd. 

„     16 

RPrate',4ids 

E.  I,  Albert  &  Co. 
Wilson  Sons  &  Co,  L'd. 

','.    '? 

lllmianillir).. 
Lcibnib  (Itr). 

19  ds 

R.  V\m 

Norton,  MeKalv  &  Co. 

„    ?! 

Ibbiii  (Ger)... 

Sanios  id.. 

Edw.  Johnston  &  Co. 

„     19 

V.dcBahw  (Fr 

Havre*,  26  its. 

Augusto  Leuba  &  Co. 

Plolcmy(Hr).. 

Liv'pool*,3ods 

Norton,  MeBaw  &  Co. 

Duiiri)(Ilr)  .... 

Srn,lli',i*,Sods 

J.  W.  May. 

Hay'i 

Hc,mg.l  (l'r)  .  . 

Moni'«d'0l3,l 

M  ess  aec  ries  \1  ari  li  I  ncst'o 
I'M.  Johnsum  St  Co- 

Angent!ia(Rr) 

Hmibt-'^jds 

Rivndavia  (Fr, 

Santos,  aohs. 

Augusto  Leuba  &  Co. 

*  Calling  at  in  termediale  pom. 



DEPARTURES  OF  FOREIGN  STEAMERS  FROM 

THE  PORTQFRIO  DE  JANEIRO  SINCE  OUR 
LAST  ISSUE. 

Apra3 

Rlvadavia  (Fr) 

sTnTT 

Mdse,  in  transit 

l'amar(Ur)... 
Koln(Gor)... 

Suutliaiupluii* 

Mdse. 

Clii.e., 

Cutupaii  (Hr> 

criib..*..:;:: 

Mdse.  in  transit 

Pampalli).. 
l..;i  France  (Fr 

River   Piute. 

Mdse.  in  transit. 

••    '7 

Marseille.  *.. 

Sundries. 

1  1    ■  mi     1.  | 

Sundries. 

'•'•   a'a 

I.dbnitr  (l(r). 

Si  nnb  a  rapt  u  11* 

Sundries. 

...     3t> 

lid.iu  (Ger) 

Hamburg*. .. 

Codec  and  sundries. 

May  1 

ScncE:.t  (Fr). 
%  .    1        i(Fi 

Hnrdeaui  *_ . 

Santos 

Mike. 

Ptolemy  (Br).. 

Mdse. 

AiW„a  (Ur) 

Hantus 

Mdse. 

Rivaiivia  (Fr 

Havre 

Sundries. 

I...,.    .... 

Santos 

Mdse. 

,.    e 

HalleyfBrJ... 

New  York... 

Coffee. 

*  (Juilliug  at  intermediate  ports. 



FOREIGN  SAILING  VESSELS  IN  THE  PORT 

OF  RIO 

DE 

JAN1 

| 

3 

IRO,  M 

IF  3   1879 

bk  Brothers 

41B 

1 

f>Iov   3 

A.  C.  Nathan  &  C. 

"  Proteus 

64B 

Dec    ■ 

>)ew  York.' 

ihp  jdtCoiU.. 
ben  J  Sherwood, 

4J0 

Mob  S 
"     »7 

-ivcrpool. . 
•Jew  York. 

Norton  Megaw  &  C. 
A.  C.  Nathan  &  C. 

ben  WatetWitch 
bfeYamoyden... 
shpP.E.  Lloyd* 

»38 

Apraa 

"     aa 

nhimorc, . 

487 

laltimore. . 

t."  Ma™ ! ! 

Phipps  lrmaos&C. 
Rio  Gas  Company,. 
To  order 

bEnCartiePr'ton. 
slip  Brldgi-waier 

335 

■SS7 

"     =3 

JarditT.... 

Wilson  Sons  &  C 

4<J3 

'* 

tosario.... 

Orris*  &C 

bElamcsMCaitjr 

S'4 

"      ;:b 

i^sario.... 

Bjckheuser&Meyer 
Phipps  Bros.  &C.. 

ben  Alice....... 

shp  D  Stewart. . 

311 

"      39 

Lichmond . 

65' 

May  3 

Rosario — 

To  order 

afx, 

\pr  18 

Jaltimore. . 

J.  M.  Wright  &C. 

KhpeHoad 

,'f 

Joy     1 

tlo  Grande 

D.X.daSilvaBraga 

(hpTSJ  Family 
ihp  St  James... 
ben  Belle.. 

To  the  caDtiin 

3*^ 

■fell  '',.; 

Jardiir..:.  Wilson.  Sons  &  C. . 

471) 

i  runs  '.vie  k. 

UiavtsFonsecaeiC 

brjnl.L.  B.... 
bEstGeorBe... 

iaspe.    ... 

lid.  Johnston  &  C. 

B<)t$ 

-lasgow  ... 

To  order 

"MuaRose... 

Vcw  Port.. 

D.  Pedro  11  RR... 

isdS 
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We  take  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention 
of  our  readers  to  the  first  in  a  series  of  articles 
on  Brazilian  railways,  which  will  be  found 
on  another  page.  The  importance  of  the 
subject  and  the  magnitude  of  the  interests 
involved  are  already  well  known,  but  of  the 
details  of  the  system,  or  systems,  under 
which  these  railways  have  been  built  and  are 
now  managed,  the  general  reader  is  neither 
fully  nor  correctly  informed.  It  is  de- 
signed in  these  articles  to  present  the  whole 
subject  clearly  and  impartially,  and  to  this 
end  we  can  vouch  for  the  accuracy  and 
thoroughness  of  the  work  without  the  slight- 
est reserve. 

— Our  attention  has  just  been  called  to 
a  report,  which  met  the  American  steamer 
at  Bahia,  to  the  effect  that  this  journal  is  in- 
imical to  the  American  steamship  line  and 
proposes  to  do  it  every  injury  in  its  pow 
The  report  originated  from  some  source 
this  city  where  we  had  good  reason  to  expect 
friendly  support  instead  of  active  enmity; 
The  refutation  of  a  deliberate  and  gratuitous 
slander  is  not  always  an  unmixed  pleasure, 
yet  it  is  a  duly  which  we  owe  to  ourselves 
and  to  our  friends  to  stamp  this  statement  as 
unqualifiedly  and  maliciously  false.  Oppo- 
sition, even  unfriendliness  to  Mr.  Roach's 
enterprise  has  formed  no  part  of  our  pro- 
gramme hitherto;  it  does  not  enter  into  our 
present  feelings  in  the  slightest  degree;  il 
has  no  part  in  nor  association  with  our  pur- 
posts  for  the  future.  As  far  as  we  can  legit- 
imately assist  any  personal  or  special  interest 
without  injuring  others  equally  deserving, 
we  shall  use  our  influence  in  behalf  of  thi* 
line,  We  yield  the  palm  to  no  one  in  our 
loyalty  to  American  interests  and  in  our  di 
sire  to  advance  them  whenever  they  come  to 
us  with  the  necessary  guarantees  of  good 
faith  and  honorable  motives;  our  intentions 
in  this  matter  are  so  well  known  thatil  never 
occurred  to  us  that  our  position  would  ever 
be  questioned.  We  can  not  feel  that  this 
slander  has  been  anywhere  accepted  as  true, 
but — bah!  a  formal  denial  isawasteof  time 
and  space;  a  gratuitous  slander  is  best 
stamped  in  the  words  of  Horace  Greeley, 
"You  lie!  you  villain,  you  lie!" 

The  recently  published  report  of  the 
ex-President  of  Parana,  Dr.  Rodrigo  Octavio, 
contains  a  detailed  account  of  the  at- 
tempted colonization  of  Russians  in  that 
province.  Both  because  of  its  official  origin 
and  of  its  full  presentation  of  the  official 
side  of  the  controversy,  this  report  is  inter- 
esting and  valuable  ;  to  a  certain  extent  it 
will  be  one  of  the  documents  upon  which  all 
future  discussions  of  this  unfortunate  affair 
will  be  based.  Inter  alia  the  ex-President 
states  that  when  he  entered  upon  his  admin- 
istration— February  23,  1878 — he  found 
about  two  thousand  Russian  colonists  lodged 
in  Ponto  Grossa,  Lapa,  and  Palmeiras,  the 
beginning  of  an  immigration  which  it  was 
calculated  would  finally  attain  a  total  of 
twenty  thousand.  The  people  of  Parana 
were  enthusiastic  over  this  movement;  they 
received  the  Russians  cordially  and  gave 
them  valuable  presents  of  money,  stock  and 
goods.  It  is  stated  that  in  one  colony  every 
family  received  a  present  of  four  cows.  They 
were  allowed  to  select  their  own  lands,  and 
they  chose  the  campos ;  they  were  advised 
as  to  the  non-productiveness  of  these  lands 
and  as  to  the  proper  methods  of  planting 
crops,  and  they  lamented  the  ignorance  of 
their  advisers  on  the  subject  of  agriculture  ; 
they  were  remonstrated  with  for  using  their 
antiquated  plows  and  were  informed  of  the 
superiority  of  the  American  plow,  and  they 
laughed  at  their  informants.  The  President 
urged  that  their  attention  should  be  turned 
to  cattle-raising,  but  they  clung  to  their  old 


preferences  of  tilling  the  soil,  -and  sowed 
their  corn  and  beans  as  they  would  wheat, 
In  Russia  they  were  cut  off  from  the  rest  of 
the  world,  lived  in  miserable  villages,  devoted 
themselves  to  the  cultivation  of  wheat,  passed 
the  greater  part  of  the  year  in  idleness  be- 
cause of  the  rigors  of  the  climate,  were  ex> 
pt  from  war  service,  learned  to  write  their 
nes  and  read  their  religious  manuals, 
obeyed  implicitly  the  priest  and  govern- 
ment commissioner,  and  were  bound  in  so 
narrow  a  circle  that  every  activity  and  noble 
aspiration  were  repressed,  As  a  conse- 
quence they  are  ignorant,  intolerant,  indo- 
lent, timid,  envious,  uncharitable,  avaricious, 
and  easily  deceived.  When  sick,  they  pre- 
fer the  priest  to  the  doctor;  they  treat  their 
women  as  slaves,  beating  them  and  com- 
pelling them  to  work  in  the  fields ;  they  are 
quarrelsome  and  envious,  as  shown  by  their 
living  together  in  the  meaner  rooms  of  a 
large  house  rather  than  permit  any  of  their 
number  to  occupy  the  better  rooms  ;  they 
are  deficient  in  public  spirit  and  enterprise 
in  that  they  will  not  repair  the  public  high- 
ways, nor  even  the  fences  necessary  to  the 
protection  of  their  crops,  Some  of  them 
were  industrious  and  prospered  accordingly; 
the  majority,  however,  have  done  nothing 
but  sleep  and  smoke.  Their  resolve  to 
leave  their  lands  and  the  country  was  sudden 
and  inexplicable,  the  successful  joining  with 
the  unsuccessful  colonists  in  it.  Some 
alleged  the  sterility  of  the  soil  as  a  reason 
for  this  resolve,  others  the  lack  of  priests, 
and  others  the  failure  of  the  government 
to  supply  them  with  money.  Work  being 
supplied  them  on  the  public  roads  by  the 
government,  they  improved  the  opportunity 
with  avidity  until  it  was  seen  that  ihcy 
were  procuring  by  it  the  means  to  leave 
the  country,  when  the  work  was  with- 
drawn. In  leaving  their  lands  they  either 
sold  for  a  mere  song  or  destroyed  everything 
■they  could  not  take  with  them.  In  con- 
elusion  the  ex-President  exclaims :  "What 
more  in  reality  could  be  done  for  these 
colonists  f " 

If  we  were  to  enter  upon  a  general  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  of  colonization,  our 
answer  to  the  question  of  the  ex-President 
of  Parana,  "what  more  in  reality  could  be 
done  for  these  colonists?"  would  be  "noth- 
ing |"  Too  much  has  been  done  already, 
The  fault  does  not  lie  in  the  failure  of  the 
Brazilian  government  to  do  more  for  the 
discontented  Russians ;  it  lies  rather  in  the 
system  which  leads  it  to  do  too  much.  And 
we  suspect,  moreover,  that  the  honored 
President,  in  his  effort  to  throw  the  blame 
on  these  colonists  and  to  degrade  them 
before  the  world,  has  done  too  much  also. 
He  was  placed  in  the  difficult  position  of 
having  several  thousand  immigrants,  igno- 
rant of  the  laws,  the  language,  the  produc- 
tions and  the  climate  of  this  new  country, 
placed  under  his  charge  and  made  depend- 
ent upon  his  care  and  direction  for  the 
contentment  and  advantages  and  prosperity 
which  were  denied  them  in  their  old  homes. 
This  result  he  failed  to  attain,  and  to  justify 
this  failure  he  places  on  record  a  document 
charging  them  with  idleness,  ignorance, 
bigotry,  stupidity,  brutality,  avarice,  and  nil 
the  rest  [of  the  faults  which  it  is  possible  for  a 
human  being  to  possess.  We  do  not  un- 
derstand that  these  people  were  promised 
lands,  and  money,  and  paternal  care  be- 
cause of  their  angelic  virtues  ;  neither  is  it 
to  be  presumed  that  the  disadvantages  under 
which  they  are  said  to  have  labored  in  Rus- 
sia would  specially  fit  them  for  a  pastoral 
life  on  the  campos  of  Parana".  Even  in  the 
harshest  light  that  can  be  turned  upon  them 
and  their  former  surroundings,  it  is  admit- 
ted that  they  have  lived  in  an  inhospitable 
climate  and  under  the  tyranny  of  the  Rus- 
sian czar  a  hundred  years.  What  conclu- 
sion, then,  can  we  draw  when  we  find  them 
withdrawing  from  Brazil,  voluntarily  and  en 
masse,  after  only  a  two-years  residence  ?  Is 
it  that  they  arc  more  discontented,  more 
ignorant,  more  intolerant,  more  idle,  than 
when  they  tilled  their  wheat-fields  in  Russia  ? 
or  is  there  yet  some  deeper  and  better  reason 
for  their  "inexplicable"  resolve,  which  it 
has  not  been  thought  best  to  place  before 
the  public.  If  it  be  urged  that  their  bigotry 
and  intolerance  stood  in  the  way  of  their 
advancement  we  have  only  to  reply  that  the 
most  successful  colonists  ever  known,  the 
Puritans,  were  even  more  so ;  if  it  be 
claimed  that  they  were  idle  and  indifferent, 
we  ask  how  it  is  that  they  have  manged  to 
provide  food  and  shelter  unaided  for  the 
long,  severe  winters  of  the  North,  and  whe- 
ther idleness  was  unknown  in  Brazil  before 
their  coming ;  and  if  they    be  weak  and 


ignorant,  how  is.  it  that  they  ,  left  their 
German  homeOi  hundred  years  ago  in 
order  that  they  might  dwell  together  in  peace 
and  worship  Godjifreely  and  fully  as  they 
thought  best,  antfare  leaving  their  Russian 
homes  lo-day  in  behilf  of  the  same  high 
principles  ?  They  aTe  not  so  ignorant  but 
what  they  "recognize  the  unquestioned  su- 
premacy of  certain'  great  ethical  principles, 
nor  are  they  so  Weak  but  that  they  volun- 
tarily anil  unhesitatingly  abandon  their 
homes  and  property  when  the  sovereignty  of 
these  principles  i&  overthrown.  We  do  not 
doubt  but  what  there  were  many  petty  causes 
of  complaint  against  them,  but  none  of 
these  are  of  sufficient  importance  to  war- 
rant a  special  report  to  the  general  govern- 
ment, nor  to  warrant  domiciliary  visit  from 
the  highest  offidfffin  the  province.  As  this 
long  and  curiotis'indictment  does  not  contain 
the  more  serious''  charges  of  drunkenness, 
theft  and  murden  as  it  certainly  would  have, 
done  had  the  same  number  of  Italian, 
French,  German,  English  or  Irish  peasants, 
or  of  Brazilian  caipiras,  been  placed  under 
the  same  circumstances,  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  their  offenses  were  of  so  trivial 
a  character  as  to  'Warrant  neither  executive 
intervention  nor*  official  defamation.  We 
have  seen  other  parts  of  Brazil  where  fences 
were  down  and  the  roads  were  out  of  repair, 
we  have  seen  valuable  fazendas  where  the 
hoe  is  yet  omnipotent  and  the  American 
plow  is  unknown,;  we  have  seen  many  a  Bra- 
zilian who  has'sjSSnt  days,  even  years,  with 
no  oilier  occupation  than  sleeping  and 
smoking,  we  have  seen  communities  where 
the  people  are  bigoted  and  intolerant  and 
priest-ridden;  but  of  these  there  is  no  offi- 
cial complaint,  nq  voluminous  report.  These 
faults  are  no  more  characteristic  of  the  Rus- 
sian colonists  than  of  other  nationalities  ; 
they  are  equally  Had  whatever  may  be  the 
nationality,  or  language,  or  environment 
which  has  given  ahem  shape  and  individ- 
uality. The  truje  reasons  for  this  exodus 
are  yet  to  be  giveii  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
not  only  as  an  act  of  justice  to  these  people, 
but  also  forthe  future  advancement  of  Brazil, 
that  they  will  bejjiven  soon.  One  of  these 
reasons  is  givenlby  an  experienced  ob- 
server in  another  column;  the  others  are 
undoubtedly  as  eajily  determined  andavoided 
as  this  one.         l(| 
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CAMPOS  GERAES  OF  PARANA 

Messrs.  Editors  :  —  As  the  lamentable 
results  oprthe;  Rateian  colonization  'in  Par- 
ana" are  now  occupying  a  large  share  of 
public  attention  both  in  the  discussions  of 
the  Senate  and  in  the  press,  some  observ- 
ations that  I  was  able  to  make  in  a  recent 
trip  in  that  province  will,  perhaps,  be  of 
interest  to  your  readers, 

The  region  selected  for  the  colonies  was 
that  of  the  Campos  Geraes,  or  open  plains, 
of  the  centre  of  the  province.  These  campos 
have  been  described  with  enthusiasm  by  all 
travelers  who  have  visited  them,  of  whom 
the  most  notable  is  the  famous  French  bot- 
anist, St.  Hilaire.  I  may  say  at  the  outset 
that,  having  ir.ivcled  considerably  in  various 
parts  of  Brazil,  I  have  never  seen  in  the 
empire  or  elsewhere  a  country  so  pleasing 
to  the  eye  as  this  of  the  Campos  Geraes ; 
and  that,  if  I  had  not  received  some  little 
geological  and  agricultural  instruction,  Ixith 
theoretical  and  practical,  I  should  doubtless 
have  been  equally  enthusiastic  in  its  praise. 

In  the  ascent  of  the  serrinha  which 
markes  the  beginning  of  the  Campos  Geraes, 
the  geological  structure  of  the  region  is  clear- 
ly revealed,  and  on  penetrating  into  the  in- 
terior it  is  as  clearly  evident  that  the  same 
structure  extends,  not  only  throughout  the 
whole  campo  region,  but  also  far  into  the 
succeeding  forest  region.  The  serrinha  pre- 
sents a  magnificentibluJT  nearly  300  feet  high 
of  coarse  white  sandstone  in  horizontal  beds. 
On  reaching  the  .-top  and  entering-  the 
campos,  one  sees  that  the  soil  is  'de- 
rived from  the  disintegration  of  thisrock  and 
is  consequently  composed  of  pure  -sand 
mixed  with  vegetable  matter  small  in  amount 
since  from  the  incoherent  and  porous  nat- 
ure of  the  soil  all  light  and  soluble  matter 
is  easily  washed  away.  Where  for  any  rea- 
son this  vegetable  matter  has  remained  or 
has  been  accumulated  in  depressions  of  the 
surface,  the  soil  is  sufficiently  strong  to  sup- 
port a  growth  of  pines  which  form  the  small 
scattered  forest  patches  known  as  capOes.  In 
general,  however,  the  soil  is  too  poor  to 
support  anything  but  grass,  and,  except  in 
the  capdes,  even  shrubbery  is  absent,  This 
very  sterility  is  a  cause  of  the  extraordinary 
beauty  of  the  region  since  grassy  plains  are 
always  more  pleasing  to  the  eye  than  wooded 
or  shrubby  ones.      , 


Aside  from  its.  poor  quality,  the  toil  is 
deficient  in  quantity,'  the  disintegration  ot  the 
roek  being  only  superficial  or  the  products 
of  disintegration  being'  too  light  and  inco- 
herent-to  resist  the'  washing  'action  of  the 
rains.  In  many  places  the  rock  is  perfectly 
bare  and  in  general  is  only  a  foot  or  two 
below  the  surface. 

Going  westward,  as  the  city  of  Ponta 
Grossa  is  approached  shale  begins  to  appear 
intermixed  with  the  sandstone,  and  becomes 
more,  and  more  abundant  to  the  west  until 
finally  it  predominates  over  the  latter.  The 
decomposition  of  this -shale  has  proceeded 
deeper  and  it  gives  a  thicker  and  heavier 
soil  which  is,  however,  as  much  too  argil-: 
laceous  as  that  from  the .  sandstone  is  too 
arenaceous.  It  is,  however,  better  than  the 
latter  and  on  the  slopes  and  in  the  hollows 
where  there  has  been  a  mixture  of  the  two 
kinds  of  soil,  the  result  is  a  soil  that  is  fairly, 
but  never  more  than  moderately  good,  These 
areas,  however,  are  small  in  comparison  with 
those  of  poor.  soil. 

The  small  amount  of  humus  that  has  ac- 
cumulated on  these  campos  during  the  long, 
ages  that  they  have  been  above  water  and  in 
a  condition  to  permit  the  growth  of.  land 
vegetation,  is  a  striking  proof  of  an  almost 
complete  absence  of  the  mineral  constituents 
of  a  good  .  soil  ■  in  the  underlying  rock. 
Geologically  the  region  ismuch  moreancient 
than  has. been  supposed,  belonging  to  the 
Devonian  age,  and  there  is  evidence  that 
since  that  age  it  has  always  been  in  the 
condition  of  dry  land,  and  in  conditions  to 
receive  accumulations  of  liumas  from  such 
vegetation  as  could  grow   upoa.it.     .  '■  t 

The  reason  of  the  treclessness  of  certain 
areas  of  the  earth's  surface  is  a  much  debated 
one,  but  to  my  mind  it  is  not  far  to  seek  for 
the  region  in  question.  It  is  simply  steril- 
ity of  soil.  This  explanation  does  not,  how- 
ever, apply  to  the  prairies  of  the 
valley,  the  pampas  of  the  Rio  de 
and  many  of  the  other  treeless  areas  of  Brazil 
with  which  one  instinctively  compares  the 
Campos  Geraes,  inconsiderately  expecting  to 
find  in  them  the  same  fertility. 

That  any  vegetation  whatever  sustains 
itself  on  the  Campos  Geraes  is  to  be  attributed, 
to  the  favorable  conditions  of  heat  and  moist- 
ure with  they  enjoy,  since  similar  areas  under 
less  favorable  conditions  are  almost  or  en- 
tirely barren.  Paraphrasing  the  words  of 
St.  Hilaire  who  describes  these  campos  as  a 
terrestrial  paradise, .  I  should  say  that  they 
are  but  a  little  less  beautiful,1  than  .paradise 
and  hut  a  trifle  more  fertile  than  the  Sa- 
hara, 

The  fatal  error  into  which  both  parties  to 
the  colonization  fell,  the  Russians  on  one 
side  and  the  government  on  the  other,  was  a 
very  natural  one  since  the  appearance  of  the 
region  is  so  wonderfully  deceptive ;  but  it 
is  not  wholly  excusable  since  only  a  very 
slight  knowledge  of  geology  was  requisite  to 
have  avoided  it. 

Orville  A.  Derby. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  1st,  1879. 


LEG1SLARIVE  NOTES. 

— A  bill  authorizing  the  government  to 
create  an  agricultural  colony  in  each  province 
for  the  education  of  the  free  children  ofslave 
parents,  has  passed  its  first  reading. 

— A  bill  has  been  introduced  by  Baron 
Homem  de  Mell.o  which  authorizes  the  gov- 
ernment to  allow  banks  to  establish  a  mort- 
gage department  and  to  loan  money  on 
rural  property  at  seven  and  eight  per  cent. . 
interest. 

— With  reference  to  the  reported  troubles 
on  the  Venezuelan  frontier,  the  president  of 
the  council  stated  in  the  Senate,  that  dis- 
patches just  received  from  the  president  of 
the  province  of  Amazonas  made  no  mention 
of  them.  ,  (         - 

— A"  bill  was  introduced  by  Senator.  Jun- 
queira  revoking  the 'recently  promulgated 
decree  reforming  the  system,  of  public  in- 
struction on  the  ground  that  it  is  unconstitu- 
tional An  interpellation  on  the  same  decree 
is  now  pending  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies. 

—The  first  session  of  the  present  legis- 
lature was  closed  and  the  second  session 
opened  May  3d,  with  the  usual  ceremonies. 
The  speech  from  the  throne  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  chambers  to  the  necessity  of  the 
electoral  reform,  the  balancing  of  receipts 
and  expenditures,  the  continuance  of  the 
public  aid  to  the  northern  provinces,  of 
legislation  for  the  greater  security  of  persons 
and  property,  for  an  improvement  of  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  empire,  and  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  agriculture, 
For  this  last  the  creation  of  establishments  of 
rural  credit  and  the  acquisition  of  laborers 
are  recomended. 


/  —The  Chamber  reorganized '  May  5th 
With  but  slight  modifications  of  the  organ- 
ization of  last  session, 

— The  army  bill  and  the  bill  approving  the 
contract  with  the  American  steamshipcom- 
pany  passed  in  the  Senate  April  ao.  The 
house  amendment  to  *the  latter,  requiring 
the  steamers  to  touch  at  Maranhao,  was  ap- 
proved notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  the 
government, 

— The  committee  oh  erections  presented 
their  report  on  the  senatorial  elections  of 
Minas  Geraes  and  Espi'rito  Santo  approv- 
ing the  former  and  annulling  the  latter.  The 
report  being  accepted,  Affonso  Celso  was 
admitted  to  his  seat  as  senator 'from  Minas 
Geraes. 

— By  a  vote  of  84  to  12  the  Chamber 
accepted  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
constitution  and  powers  declaring  that  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies  alone  can  present 
charges  against  a  minister  of  state,  whether 
the  charges  be  of  a  political  or  private  char- 
acter and  whether  the  minister  be  a  deputy 
or  senator,  or  neither.  In  accordance  With 
this  decision  the- papers  of  the  Banco  Natio- 
nal case  were  presented  to  the  Chamber  on  . 
Monday  where  they  have  been  referred  to  a 
special  committee  of  seven.  * 

—The  discussion  on  the  first  reading  of 
the  constitutional  reform  bill  is  calling  out  . 
the  best  talent  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies. 
SouzaCarvalho,  Francisco  Sodre\  Franklin  ' 
Doria,  Franca  Carvalho,  Lourencode  Albu- 
querque and  Belfort  Duarte  have  spoken  in 
favor,  and  Pedro  L'uiz,-  Saldanha  Marinho, 
Gaviao  Peixoto,  Joaquim  Nabuco,  and  Jose 
Bonifacio  against  the  bill.  The  opposition 
takes  the  ground  that  the  bill  is  not  a  liberal 
one  in  that  it  is  imposed  by  the  crown, 
.restricts  the  action  of  the  constitutional  as- 
sembly to  the  simple  approval  of  certain  cut- 
and-dried  measures,  and  that  the  provision 
that  voters  shall  know  how  to  read  and 
write  and  have  400$  of  income  disfranchises 
a  large  majority  of  the  population  of  the 
empire.  The  speech  of  Jose  Bonifacio  in 
opposition  to  the  bill  created  a  profound 
sensation  and  is  spoken  of  as  the  greatest 
oratorical  effort,  not  alone  of  this  session, 
bur/of  this  reign.  We  will  give  in  our  next 
issue  an  abstract  of  this  notable  speech.  The 
first  discussion  closed  April  <j, 

THE  INTRA^MERCURIAL 
PLANETS. 

In  -the  British  and  American  Matt  of  Jan- 
uary Oth,  theN? appeared  a-brieTtransiatioir" 
trom  a  criticism  by  M.  Liais  on  the  report- 
ed discovery,  of  intra-raercurial  planets. 
The  article'  was  sent  to-  Professor  James  C. 
Watson,  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  U. 
S.  A.,  who  unquestionably  ranks  with  the 
best  of  living  astronomers,  and  in  a  reply, 
recently  received,  he  alludes  to  M.  ■  Liais' 
criticism  in  the  following  terms. 

'  'M, .  Liais  is  doubtless  a  good  observer, 
but  I  have  yet  to  see  anything  from  hint' 
which  goes  in  the  least  to  overthrow  M.  Le  ! 
Verrier's  theories  of  Mercury.  It  cannot  be  ■ 
disturbed  by  any  theories  which  M.  Liais 
may  evolve  out  of  his  consciousness;  His 
dispute  of  the  genuineness  of  Dr.  Lescar- 
bault's  observation  in  1859  is  simply  a  neg- 
ative observation,  of  vpry  doubtful  value  to 
say  the  most 

"As  to  the  intra-mercurial  planets  I  have 
to  say  that  I  did  observe  two  objects  near 
the  sun  on  the  29th  day  of  July  last,  dur- 
ing the  total  eclipse,  which  where  very  prob- 
ably such,  planets.  The  positions  which  I 
observed .  have  been  duly  published  to  the 
world,  and  as  M.  Liais  did  not  observe  this 
eclipse  it  is  of  very  little  consequence  what 
his  views  are  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the 
observations. " 


—  There  recently  died  at  Manapurd,  in 
the  province  of  the  Amazonas,  a  man  named 
Antonio  Bernardo  de-Alcantara,  who;  is  said 
to  have  been  over  1 30  years  of  age.  He  had 
served  on  a  Portuguese  frigate  and  came  to 
Brazil  with  D.  John  VI. 

—  .The  British  barkentine  Irene  was  re-, 
cently  wrecked  at  Maranhao.  The  vessel 
was  loaded  with  470  tons  of  coal,  The  crew 
was  rescued  by  some  fishermen, 

— -The  sixteenth  report  of  the  Swocabana    nil. 
road  company  gives  the  receipts  of  the  road  from 
June  to  December,  1878,  as  lfawrtoii^  and  the  ■'■ 
wpenses  as  I4i,638$437,  leaving  a  suruhu  of  re; 
ceipts  over  expenditures  of  ]I,3I9$I73. 

—  On  the  13rd  ult.  the  station  of  Santa  Eusebia 
was  opened  on  the  Leopoldina  railroad.  Prepara- 
tions are  making  for  the  opening,  on  the  3rd  Inst, 
of  another  station,  eight  kilometres  further  on, 
which  is  to  be  called  Porto  do  Santo  Antonio.  Santa 
Eusebia  is  130  kilometres  distant  from  Porto  Novo 
do  Cunha,  and  is  situated  in  an  important  coffee : 
producing  locality  in  the  northern  part  of  Minai 
Geraei. 


